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vO EOLE NUMBER 600. NEW YORK, SATU RDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 18 9. SINGER COLite FIFTEEN CENTS 

3 Se eee 

; Publication Office, 23 Murray St. as reerpe ne group ete Ye pion: giving the | Rouge Barracks, La., and report to the commanding 

; name of each person entitled to relief; children under | officer.of that post for duty. 

’ SURSSSITTION, SIX DOLLARS A FEAR. twelve years to be rated separately. The time during} On the pow vend ae Pf of the Acting Quartermas- . 

i i ile amd A ae Ma MB 5 Tak a ~~ | Which food may be required to be issued, and the most | ter-General, Second Lieutenant George M. Love, Six- 

‘ THE A RM 7 available points for issue, will be stated on all the rolls,| teenth Infantry, will relieve First Lieutenant W. W. 

a‘ ° and such other useful information as the officers hav- | Barrett, Sixteenth Infantry, Acting Assistant Quarter- 

f ing charge of the distribution may need. Applicants| master, of the charge of the National Cemeteries at 

5 ? ; for supplies should make a statement on blanks furn-| Lebanon, Mill Springs, Camp Nelson, and Lexington, 

, Uxysses 8. Grant, ished them of their resources convertible with safety; Ky. Lieutenant Barrett will transfer to Lieutenant 

. President and Commanderin-Chief to their families into a supply of food, and the names | Love all the property, funds and records in his posses- 

° of such persons as may be found to have resources ‘so | sion pertaining to the cemeteries named. 

” : convertible shall not be piaced on the rolls until such | Hospital Steward James Rutledge, U. S. Army, now 

A WAR DEPARTMENT. recy wr aco if It shall be = a = the | on duty . Bn el ined. Cal., will oy a ae 

, " > epartment Commander to revise, as often as he may | service of the United States on receipt o: s order ai 

Z W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. consider necessary, the rolls referred to, and prc 4 the place where he may be'serving. . 

“ Brigadier- General FE. D, Townsend, Adjutant-Generat, the same from time to time as the exigencies of the} The commanding officer See See 

f TASHINGTON, Feb. 9, 1875. | C@8¢ may require. Troy, N. Y., will grant a furlough for four months to 

ne No. 10, - pryr wane ge : - : 9 As fast as the rolls are made up they will be turned Hospital Steward James O. Davis, U. 8. Army. F 

I. The third paragraph of Genera O : e. Feb  g' | over in duplicate, under direction of the Department| 7o be discharged.—Private George Barry, K, Ninth 
War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, Feb. 8,| Commanders aforesaid, to the proper officers of the | Infantry, now with his command. 

1871, is hereby modified as follows: ity of such | DUbsistence and Quartermaster’s Departments, who} Captain H. 8. Hawkins, Sixth Infantry, now on 

a __ There will be issued, when the necessity vd Suc’ | shall be designated to issue such food and clothing as | leave of absence, will proceed to Nashville, Tenn., re- 

e issue is certified by the Department Commander, he may be provided under the appropriation made by the } porting en route, in person, to the Adjutant-General of 

n overcoat lined with blanket ct ag tear ag to the | act; and the officers selected will issue the same upon | the Army—and relieve Major George Gibson, Fifth 

al enmeae nes ry Olona only mgs the rolls furnished them, and wiil carry out the in-| Infantry, of the charge of the disbursing officer at that 
overshoes in the first and third years, oT two Piel ©" | structions of the Quartermaster and the Commissary- | place, under War Department General Orders No. 79, 

18 good woolen ar g-wagiw each year. lg ©S, | General respecting the issue of the clothing, and pur- August 8, 1872. 

7 par ee er ee ~ se and issue of the food, as above provided. [No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 

18 : P <Wn k fequisitions upon the Treasury for the amounts to ’ im P : Fri ‘eb- 

II. Paragraphs 31 and 32 of General Orders No. 51, | pe placed in the hands of the aon selected to dis | 2° xy aa = be beng eg <i » rae 

6 War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, June 22, ape whe : : ruary 12, 1875, and Monday, February 15, A 

7 ‘ eee ‘ burse this fund will be made in the usual manner, and 1 16 

to 1872, are hereby modified to read as follows: the disbursements will be accounted for under the uesday, Kebruary 16. P 

8, _31. Balances stated upon muster-rolls as due the | rules in force respecting other disbursements in the| - Superintendent Henry ©. Lacy (recently sages) 

of United States will, after collection and deposit by I 8Y- | Subsistence Department. will proceed to and assume charge of the Nationa 
masters, be designated by the Paymaster-General for!” ‘Tye transportation of the food and other supplies | Cemetery at Staunton, Va., without delay. 

- credit of the appropriation for “clothing, camp, and | ;..ued 1s to be considered a proper charge upon the ap-|_A Board of Officers to consist of—Colonel F. D. 
garrison equipage,” for the fiscal year to which the propriation made by this act. 5 Callender and Captain C. E. Dutton, Ordnance Depart- 
period embraced in the settlement belongs. ‘ The following is a copy of the act: ment, and Assistant Surgeon Geo. A. Otis, is appointed 

er 82. Balances stated upon final statements will be q _ to meet at the Washington Arsenal on the 22 instant, 

of treated with regard to the fiscal year in which the sol- | AN Act to provide pe in et persons suffering from the | ,, a. soon thereafter as practicable, to examine into 

7 dier is discharged; those paid to the soldier being en ar 3h and report upon the merits of W. B. Rooker’s ambu- 

3 charged to © Day of the Army,” and those due United | tcp Manense Cong ie eel htey aie Y dit [ance saddle; the Board, in addition, will decide on 

vd States being designated by the Paymaster-General, after | gent of the United States be, and he hereby is. authorized to di- | the expediency of the inventor accompanying the sad- 

le collection and deposit by Paymasters, for credit of | rect the issue, through the proper officers of the Army temporar- | dles to some Cavalry post to give instruction in. their 

ge “clothing, camp, and garrison equipage.” ily, of supplies of food and disused Army clothing sufficient to | yo¢ : 

it prevent starvation and suffering and extreme want to any and all ; yr ted Assistant 

, > . 7 wee destitute and helpless persons living on the western frontier,| Leave of absence for one year is gran ssistan 
G. O. No. 11, WasutneTon, Feb. 10,-1875. who have been rendered 80 destitute and helpless by ravages of | Surgeon Edwin Bentley (San Francisco, Cal.) i 
I, All men who, having surrendered as deserters | Sa**hoppers during the summer last past, and to report to Con-| ‘By direction of the President, and in accordance 
from the Navy or Marine Corps under the President's | Sras porn parca eae A canialine. Ut taka ceeuieanal with section 26 of the act of July 28, 1866, rirst Lieu- 
he proclamation of pardon published from the War and | to carry out the provisions of tiis act. tenant G. N. Whistler, Fifth Artillery, is detailed as 
Navy Departments in 1873, have received discharges Roe 2. - aa — ey ——» on the first day of September, | Professor of Military Science and Tactics at the Ken- 
= from the Navy and Marine Corps, and are now doing | “Shproved, February 10, 1895,” tucky University, Lexington, Ky., and will report for 

By on hen the Army under NT ee mgr —_ wag a ian pa . it itn 

rd the desertion in question, wi e dropped from the . aa ajor Nicholas Vedder, Paymaster, now 

" rls of, the Army upon the date of the receipt of, this | mg report the Adjutant Goneras Ofc during | eave of absence, will report in person to the Paymas 

£ 5° 4 , y VP Vey 5 Pm > 

my action is taken in view of the decision which has been the week ending Saturday, February 18, _— duty. ‘ 

ot made, that their Army enlistments while deserters are[ Major William Hays, Fifth Artillery—Died Febru- 

ath “fraudulent and null as contracts.” Final statements | ary 7, 1875, at Fort Independence, Mass. GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL ORDERS. 

-an will be furnished in each case, together with notice to} Second Lieutenant Richard H. L. _ Alexander, . 2 1874 

hat the Paymaster concerned of the action taken, but no} Seventh Cavalry—Died February 9, 1875, at Sacra-| _G@. C.-M. O. No. 96, Washington, Dec. 29, . 

lof discharge certificates will be given. mento, Cal. Before, a General Court-martial which wep es “| 

= 4 II. Under the circumstances, payment to date when Fort Sill, Ind. 5, Samo — 1." me 

‘ is dropped, as above provided, — be made from the ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS. ee = pen a oo : Pe ne mais Hees cae “4 

= ind wee Slee tna of | oo def a ee ae Issued from the War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, for Renieteees Tenth Cavalry. Charge I. ‘‘ Disrespect to 

1an pon the basis of settlement prescribed in existing the week ending February 1%, 18%. : it ry. hal ‘cl 
are orders from this office—No. 88, series of 1873, and No. : his commanding officer, in violation of the 6th Article 
rac 4, series of 1874—in cases of deserters from the Army Wednesday, February 10. of War.” II. “ Disobedience of orders.” ‘The specifi- 

get under like circumstances. To be discharged. —Sergeant Richard Deveraux, E, | cations alleged that the accused did, in bg a 

” This basis may be briefly stated as follows: Twelfth Infantry, now with his command. Private|and hearing of enlisted men, bp ly an Jt 

u Unsettled accounts of pay and ailowances for time | Charles Klein, B, Third Cavalry, now in confinement | disrespectful manner, fail and re _, to = , 

nd- previous to date of last payment prior to surrender to} with his command; Superintendent P trick O’Neal, or acknowledge by any proper ~ x 15 ’ 

new be wholly ignored. Account for pay to be regarded | National Cemetery at Staunton, Va. his commanding officer, Lieutenant- peng ® . did 

rns as covering time from date of surrender to date when| Revdked.—Transfer of Private John Kelley, E, Sixth | Davidson, and that being ordered to sa ee a i 

‘the dropped, with the usual travel allowances to place of | Cavalry, to B, Thirteenth Infantry. ; reply with a — and insolent gy or fo tt rs ys 

vats fraudulent enlistment in the Army. No pay due for] A Board of officers to consist of—Major J. P. Mar- spectful and insolent vee i ag Bi ee 

» its time between date of last payment prior to surrender | tin, Assistant Adjutant-General; Assistant Surgeon J. | words to that effect, and on the id r being “tT 

de- and date of surrender; if already received, amount to|S. Billings; First Lieutenant T. H. Fisher, Twenty- | to him in a more positive tone, hyvgte 4 vi ‘ 

the be charged on final statements. No retained pay what- |'second Infantry, will assemble in Washington on | shan’t do it; ’'m suspended, re bes ee id * os » 
ges: ever to be credited on final statements. No allowance | Thursday, the 11th instant, or as soon thereafter as | and did persistently and defiantly an nt sald Guilty 
st to be made of increased pay under act of August 4, | practicable, to examine into and report upon the quali- Finpine.—Charge eo es —s cal “ye “a ty, 
say 1854, for service in the Army. The final statements] fications of such persons as may be brought before it | except of the br ‘It — py e “Guilty.” 

arTy to exhibit all data necessary to settlement on this] for appointment as Superintendents of National Ceme- | cepted words, Not Gui BA 3, Of Te G mi ” of y. 

9 the asis. teries. The applicants must fulfil the conditions pre-| Charge 2—Of the specification octen y MB They 

oy of Il. This order will not be regarded as requiring the | scribed in General Orders Nos. 64, of 1867, and 51, of | charge, ‘‘Guilty. Sentence, 4 es uce an pe 

sade discharge of any man who may have been enlisted in | 1872, from this office. The junior member will act as | 80 tbat his name shall ee we : Theunes rf Wil. 
daily the opm card having received a eye ts from the | Recorder. = La? any _ _ Soae ‘irst Lieutenan 

Navy or Marine Corps, the recruiting officer being in ursday, February 11. » oT, - P 
near ignorance of the fact that he had deserted from either _ shi y , The proceedings of a Cmaneet — 
. lift- of those branches of the Service; but whenever such| The leave of absence for one month granted Captain foregoing case of First Lieutenan ar Fo pon 
stitu- fact of desertion shall be known, it will be regarded as|C. S. Ilsley, Seventh Cavalry, A. D. C. (Fort Leaven- | strom, Tenth Cavalry, have been duly submitted an: 
‘n an a bar to enlistment in the Army. In case, however, | worth, Kas.), from Headquarters Department of the | considered by the President. The proceedings and 
of his of such enlistments no benefit can accrue to the soldier | Missouri, is extended five months, with permission to findings are approved, except so much of the findings 
oo for previous time served in the Army. go beyond sea. to the specification of the first charge as except the 
than IV. In the cases of soldiers who may hereafter be| A Board of Survey to consist of—Major L. H. words ‘‘ wilfully and.” The sentence is confirmed, 
be in discovered to be deserters from the Navy or Marine| Pelouze, Assistant Adjutant-General; Major §. C. | and will be duly carried into effect. 
lowly orps the men will be dropped from the ‘rolls of the a Ordnance Department; First Lieutgnant E ; 
—~ y. In all such cases reports will be forwarded |M. Camp, Twelfth Infantry, will assemble in Wash- HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 

™ With descriptive rolls to the Adjutant-General’s Office, | ington on the 15th day of February, 1875, or as soon : 

ame and the men held without pay awaiting instructions, ” | thereafter as practicable, for the purpose of fixing the| W.7.Sherman, General of the Army of the United States, . 

Y. price at which any deficiency in the supply of clothing Colonel W. D. Whipple, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

——- G. 0. No. 12, Wasmmneron, Feb. 11, 1875. te ele -wr+> aby a ae + erations 1. The following transfers are made cd Licutonants 
isi y i rovisions 0 ne rders 

In order to properly carry out the age of the June 18, 1874, may be supplied by an equivalent of Artillery, ere aed 1. “1867, ‘fa these Head Ts 

, act of Congress approved February 10, 1875, to pro- ’ J : 11 | No. 99, November 13, ? quarters, 

he sig- vide for the relief of Gorter tr pe amount of other condemned clothing. The Board will establishing the Artillery School at Fort Monroe, Va. 
ny the of grasshoppers u on the Western frontiers. it ie oe | Visit Philadelphia, Pa, and Jeffersonville, Indiana, if| ‘Tne officers of the new detail will report for duty to 

by the dered by the Preeiden & that Sik: Geemenenin = f on necessary. The junior member of the Board will act | tye commanding officer of the Artillery School, May 1, 

a partments of the Platte; Missouri, and Dakota, shali | * Recorder. 1875, when those selloven Sirs or sees aew ae 
cause to be made as soon as practicable an enrolment Saturday, February 13. panies. If the officers reliev . bee n _ P per sta- 
of the inhabitants of the States and Territories within| Commissary Sergeant Henry Goodrich, U. 8. Army, | tions within thirty days — ve snes " will be 
b ose Departments who have been rendered destitute | now on furlough at Bridgeport, Conn., is relieved from | sary to reach them in ordinary course, i 

y the ravages aforesaid, which enrollment will, as far 




















duty at Fort Ripley, Minn. , and will proceed to Baton 

















deemed a compliance with this order; 
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First Artillery—First Lieutenant J. H. 
Regimental Adjutant, is hereby attached to Com y 
G, for instruction; First Lieutenant Edward D. | 
Wheeler, from Company G to such Company as his 
Regimental Commander may — him; First Lieu- 
tenant E. Van A. Andruss, from Company F to Com- 
pany G, vice First Lieutenant A. E. Miltimore, from 

ompany G to Company F, to be relieved; Second 
Lieutenant Henry M. Andrews, from Company C to 
Company G; Second Lieutenant Frank §. ice, from 
Company E to Company G. 

Second Artillery—First Lieutenant John H. Calef, 
Regimental Adjutant, is hereby attached to Company 


K, for instruction; First Lieutenant John C. Scantling, | 


from Company K to such Com 
Commander may assign him; First Liedtenant James 
H. Lord, Regimental Quartermaster, igs hereby ‘at- 
tached to Company K for instruction; First Lieuten- 
ant Edward B. Hubbard, from Company K to such 
Company as his Regimental Commander may assign 
him; Second Lieutenant Edgar 8. Dudley, from Com- 
pany E to Company K; Second Lieutenant Albert H. 

ellen, from Company H to Company K, vice Second 
Lieutenant Edmund M. Cobb, from Company K to 
Company H, to be relieved. iy 

Third Artillery—First Lieutenant Constantine Chase, 
from Company D to Company A, vice First Lieutenant 
Lewis Smith, from Company A to Company D, to be 
relieved; First Lieutenant Albert F. Pike, from Coza- 
pany L to Company A, vice First Lieutenant Geo 
A. Thurston, from Company A to Company L, to 
relieved; Second Lieutenant C. A. H. McCauley, from 
song | K to Company A, vice Second Lieutenant 
Ira MacNutt, from Company A to Company K, to be 
relieved; Second Lieutenant John E. Myers, from 
Company M to Company A, vice Second Lieutenant 
Benj. H. Randolph, trom Company A to Company M, 
to be relieved. : 

Fourth Artillery—First Lieutenant John W. Roder, 
Regimental Adjutant, is hereby attached to Company 
I, for instruction; First Lieutenant Harry R. Ander- 
son, from Company I to such Company as his Regi- 
mental Commander may assign him; First Lieutenant 
William Ennis, from gd H to Company I, vice 
First Lieutenant C. A. L. Totien, from Company I to 
mg pd H, to be relieved; Second Lieutenant Semen 
L. Wilson, from Company M to Company I, vice Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Jacob E. Bloom, from Company I to 
Company M, to be relieved; Second Lieutenant George 
L. Anderson, from ney GtoCompanyI. © 

Fifth Artillery—First Lieutenant William B. Beck, 
Regimental Quartermaster, is hereby attacked to Com- 
pany C, for iustruction; First Lieutenant Chas. Morris, 

rom en pom G@ to Company C, vice First Lieuten- 
ant Paul mer, from Company C to Company G, to 
be relieved; First Lieutenant Luigi Lomia, fon Com- 
any B to Company C, vice First Lieutenant Frank 
orp, from Compauy C to Company B, to be relieved; 
Second Lieutenant Edward T. Brown, from Company 
D to Company C, vice Second Lieutenant William B. 
Homer, from Company C to Company D, to be re- 
lieved; Second Lieutenant William H. Coffin, from 
Company C to Company K, to be relieved. (S. O. No. 
7, February 8, 1875. 4 


ny as his Regimental 


1. Corporal John D. Lynch, Company B, First 
Artillery, is hereby attached for instruction to the 
Company (G) of his Regiment stationed at the Artil- 
lery School, U. S. Army, Fort Monroe, Va. - He will 
report in person to the Commanding Officer Company 
G, First Artillery, May 1, 1875, and will relieve from 
duty with that Company and ordered to his proper sta- 
tion by the Commanding Officer Artillery School, at 
the close of the academic year, May 1, 1876. (S. O. 
No. 8, February 9, 1875.) 

2. The re Seas is announced in the Third 
Artillery: Second Lieutenant Charles W. Hobbs, from 
Company L to Company B. (Ibid.) ; 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 

Laeut.-Gen. P. H. Sheridan; Haq’rt'rs New Orleans, La 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. ‘ 
Colonel W. H. Emory; Headquarters, New Orleans, La 

Medical Department.—Hospital Steward William P. 
Marshall, U. 8. Army, was February 4 assigned to 
duty at Key West, Fla. 

Quartermaster’s Department.—Major H. C. Hodges, 
Quartermaster, U. 8. Army, Chief Quartermaster’ of 
the Department, having been relieved: from duty in 
this Department —— J. A. Potter, Quartermaster, 
U. 8S. Army, was February 10 announced as Chief 
Quartermaster of the Department. 

Thirteenth Infantry.—First Lieutenant Henry M. 
McCawley was February 9 temporarily assigned’ to 
duty at Jackson, Miss,, and ordered to repair to that 
point and report to the commanding officer. As soon 
as the necessity for his presence at Jackson is over, 
Lieutenant McCawley, will rejoin his station in New 
Orleans. 

DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA 
Brig.-General* Alfred H. Terry ; Headquarters, St; Paul, Minn 

Sizth Infantry.—Leave of absence for one month 
was Febr 8 my Second Lieutenant R. T. 
Jacob, Jr. (Fort Buford, D. T.), with permission .to 
apply through the proper channels for an extension of 
four months. . 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE... 


Brigadier-General E. 0. 0. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Ne. 
Fourth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant Robert H. 
Young, A. A. Q. M., was February 9 ordered to 
Senay and Colum Neb., to receive and issue 
certain clothing invoiced to him at those places by 
First Lieutenant John F. Trout, betes rae Infantry, 
of Butler, 


r 


A.A. Q. M., for issue to destitute ci 
Colfax, Polk, and Platte counties, Neb, t 
Medical Department,—Upon the return of Surgeon 


Counselman, | Charles 
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L Barracks, As- | ry 16. The followin officers of this regiment were 
sistant earion Sele 7h Hott a ge in addi- | detailed for the court: Major H. C. Merriam; Ca <7 


tion to his present duties at that ay ee og as 
Examining Surgeon, the two General iting Ren- 
dezvous in Omaha. 


Second Cavalry.—Upon the completion of tne duty 
n which he is now engaged in Hamilton county, 
eb., First Lieutenant Christopher T. Hall, Second 

ree was February 9 relieved from the duty of A. 

A. Q. M., and will proceed, via Omaha, to join his 

station at Fort Sanders, W. T., delaying at Omaha to 

make bis written report. 


Twenty-third Infantry.—First Lieutenant Stephen 
O'Connor, A. A. Q. M., was February 9 ordered to 
proceed to Furnas county, Neb., to distribute clothing 
to opper sufferers, and then to rejoin his sta:ion 
at Fort Fred. Steels, via Omaha, Neb., at Omaha to 
make his written report. . 

On the 8th instant, Second Lieutenant Charles H. 
Heyl, Twenty-third Infantry, was ordered to join his 
station at Omaha Barracks, upon the completion of 
the duty upon wnich he was then engaged in Fillmore 
county, Neb., delaying at Omaha to make his written 
report. 

Third C .—Upon the recommendation of First 
Lieutenant John F. Trout, Twenty-third Infantry, A. 
A. Q.M., First Lieutenant John P. Walker, Third 
Cavalry, A. A. Q. M., was February 8 ordered to Fort 
McPherson, and there await further orders, 


The Grasshopper Sufferers.—The following named 
officers were ordered February 12 to proceed to various 
localities in Nebraska, to enrol the families of grass- 
hopper sufferers in those localities: Second Lieuten- 
ants J. J. O’Brien, Fourth Infantry; John H. Coale, 
Second Cavalry; George F. Chase, Third Cavalry; 
William F. Norris, Ninth Infantry; Lewis Merriam, 
Fourth Infantry; Edward B. Pratt, James B. Lock- 
wook, Charles H. Heyl, and Andrew T. Miller, Twen- 
ty-third Infantry; First Lieutenant Emmet Crawford, 

hird Cavalry; Second Lieutenants Rufus P. Brown, 
Theodore E. True, and Robert H. Young, Fourth In- 
fantry; Hayden De gk Ninth Infantry; First Lieu- 
tenant Christopher T. Hall, Second Cavalry. 


Captain Henry's Black Hills Expedition.—The follow- 
ing is the text of a report to the A. A. General’s Head- 
——, Department of the Platte, dated a 

obinson, Neb., Jan. 9, 1875, by Captain Wm. 
Jordan, Ninth [nfantry: 


Srz : Captain Henry, who left here Dec. 26, ’74, with Lieu- 
tenant Carpenter, Ninth Infantry, thirty-eight men of his 
company and twelve infantry men, in obedience to orders 
from h uarters, to discover and expel miners reported 
to be on Creek in the Black Hills, returned here last 
evening with three men of his company, the captain and 
his men being badly frostbitten. Lieutenant Carpenter, 
whose nose and right ear are badly frostbitten, arrived this 
morning with twenty-five men, ten being left at a ranch, 
being unable to ride on account of being so badly frost- 
bitten. Lieutenants Lee and Pease, Ninth Infantry, 
brought these men in this afternoon, also the major train 
and the remainder of the men, having been sent out this 
morning for that purpose, with ambulance, wagons, 
blankets, robes, rations, etc. : 

Captain Henry left Camp Sheridan Dec. 28, could obtain 
no Indian _ there, but took a white man, and reached 
Elk Creek Jan. 2, ’75, distance 105 miles. The officers and 
men were suffering severely from exposure to cold and 
stormy weather, the whole trip going and returning, ex- 
> the day they left here, the thermometer at one time 
believed to be forty degrees below zero. No trace of 
miners could be discovered on or near Elk Creek, and as 
the command was suffering intensely, and as there was 

eat vy vd of losing many of his men, Captain Henry 

ut 


u 


elt it his i to return to this post. Will forward a copy 
of Captain Henry’s —— as soon as possible. The only 
e trip was one wagon, which had to 


property lost during t ) 
abandoned. Yesterday, Captain Henry and command 
got lost during a snow storm, tuok the wrong road to this 
post, and became separated from the wagons, but, fortu- 
nately, reached a ranch fifteen miles from here in the after- 
noon, or most, if not all, of the command would have 
perished. Great credit is due Captain Henry and Lieuten- 
ant Carpenter for the manner in which they performed the 
duty assigned them, under such adverse circumstances. 
That many of the men were not lost, and that more were 
not frostbitten, ‘is due the energy and perseverance in 
keeping them from giving 8 yesterday. Captain Henry 
reports that all the men behaved splendidly during the 
whole, and especially the worst part of the trip. The 
thermometer indicated 27 degrees below zero here at 11 
Pp. M. Thursday, 30 degrees below zero at 7 A. m. yesterday, 
and 22 degrees below at 7 Pp. a. yesterday; have bad very 
cold weather since January 1, 1875. 


DEPARTMENT OF THAAS. 
Brigadier-Gen C. C. Auaur; Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 


Jenth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for thirty as. 
with permission to apply to Headquarters Military Di- 
vision of the Missouri fcr an extension of thirty days, 
was February 4 granted Second Lieutenant L. P 
Hunt (Fort Concho, Texas). 


Eleventh Infantry.—Leave of absence for one month, 
on m’s certificate of disability, was Febrnary 2 
rn Captain Theodore Schwan (Fort Griffin, 

‘exas), 


Court-martial.—Captain Henry Carroll and First 
Lieutenant R. M. Washington, Ninth Cavalry, were 
February 2 relieved as members of General Court- 
martial. Captain P. M. Boehm, Fourth Cavalry, and 
First Lieutenant T. C. Lebo, Tenth Cavalry, are de- 
tailed asmembers. Second Lieutenant C. A. P. Hat- 
field, Fourth Cavalry, was appointed ea ey 
of the same, vice Second Lieutenant C. A. Stedman 
Ninth Cavairy, relieved. 


Tenth Infantry.—Second Lieutenant J. R. Cranston, 
is, upon completion of his subsistence accounts, re- 
lieved from duty as acting commissary of subsistence 
of the First Southern Column, and wiil transfer all the 
subsistence funds in his possession to the acting chief 
commissary of subsistence of the department. 


fourth Infantry.—A Court 





Twenty: General martial 
was ordered to convene at Fort Brown, Texas, Febru- 


- | Columbia, 8. C. 





H. C. Corbin, J. W. Clous; First Lieutenants 
Thompson, H. F. Leggett; Second Lieutenants M. C. 
Wessels, Henry Wygant. Second Lieutenant W. H. 
W. James, J odee Advocate. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headqrs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General I. McDowell; Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky 


Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon W. G. Spencer, 
U. 8. Army, was February 6 ordered to Nashville, 
Tenn., for duty. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Vcior-General W. 8S. Hancock: Hdq'rt'rs, New York, 


Officers Registered.—The following officers were regis- 
tered at Hesdquarters Military Division of the Atlan- 
tic, for the week ending February 16, 1875: First 
Lieutenant Jobn Tyler, U. S. Army; Assistant Surgeon 
G. W. Hatch, U. 8. Army; First Lieutenant R. H. 
Patterson, First Artillery; Captains C. 8. Isley, 
Seventh Cavalry; E. B. aumont, Fourth Cavalry; 
Second Lieutenant A. McC. Guard, Nineteenth Infan- 
try; Major-Thos. J. Haines, Subsistence Department; 
Captain Lynde Catlin, Eleventh Infantry. 


Fifth Artillery —Leave of absence for one month 
ieee 16 granted First Lieutenant Luigi Lomia 
(Fort Adams, RL) ; a 

Leave of absence for one month, with permission to 
apply for an extension of ten days, was February 13 

ranted First Lieutenant Thomas R. Adams, Fifth 
artillery (Fort ‘Trumbull, Conn.) ’ : 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant J. E. 
Sawyer, Fifth Artillery, in orders, Headquarters Fort 
Preble, Maine, February 5, was February 12 extended 
ten days. 


Third Artllery.—First Lieutenant Ed. C. Knower 
and Second Lieutenant J. M. Califf, wereordered to 
report, in person, on the 15th instant, to the Superin- 
tendent General Recruiting Service, New York City, 
to conduct recruits from Fort Columbus, N. Y. H., to 
On the completion of this duty they 
will rejoin their station, at Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H. 


Fort Independence.—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Fort Independence, Mass., Feb. 
16. Detail for the court: Captain Jacob B. Rawles, 
Fifth Artillery; Assistant Surgeor Curtis E. Munn, 
Medical Department; Captain David H. Kinzie and 
First Lieutenant John McUle!lan, Fifth Artillery; First 
Lieutenant Edward Davis and Second Lieutenant 
Charles Sellmer, Third Artillery. First Lieutenant 
Charles Humphreys, Third Artillery, Judge-Advocate. 


Quartermaster’s Department.—First Lieutenant Jas. 
O’Hara, Third Artillery, was February 10 ordered to 
at once relieve Lieutenant-Colonel Rufus Saxton, 
Deputy Quartermaster-General, U. 58. Army, of his 
duties at Buffalo, N. Y. Lieutenant-Colonel Saxton, 
on being thus relieved, wil proceed to comply with the 
instructions in his case, contained im par. 4, 8. O. No. 
28, c. s., from the War Department. 


Funeral of Major Hays.—Major George P. Andrews, 
Fifth Artillery, commanding at Fort Warren, was 
February 9 charged with the military arrangements for 
the funeral, in Boston, of the late Major W — 
Hays, Fifth Artillery, and to provide and ager oe 4 
suiiable escort for the occasion, using as many of | ne 
troops stationed in Boston Hurbor as required. On the 
conclusion of the ceremonies in Boston, Major Andrews 
was ordered to direct First Lieutenant Garland N. 
Whistler, Fifth Artillery, with an escort of one non- 
commissioned officer and four privates, to manger in 
charge of the remains, to Yonkers, N. Y., where t - 
were to be interred. After the interment Lieutenan 
Whistler, and escort, to return to their station. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 


Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield : H’dq'rs San Francisco, Cal. 


. ms eatiiad 
Officers Registered.—The following officers registere¢ 
Pe peandinn Headquarters Military Division of the 
Pacific, during the week ending Tuesday, eng” 2, 
1875: Captains R. F. Bernard, James Jackson, Fir 
Cavalry; Major David Taylor, Pay Department. 


rtilery.—The commanding officer of the 
pine £ 5 it 27 ordered to detail Le 
Lieutenant Clarance Deems, with two ranger wee 
sioned officers and four men for guard duty . 0 ; 
the Newbern, on ‘the trip of this steamer, F - oy ° 
Tbe commanding officer of Angel Island anc a on 
Barracks, Cal., to send to Fort Yuma, gee c arge 
of Lieutenant Deems, all enlisted men = their = 
for the Fifth Cavalry, Eighth Infantry, an comp 
of the Twelfth Infantry serving in Arizona. 


DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 


4 ®. 
- Infantry.—Fort Vancouver, Ww. T., 
J rene NS agiteatal Orders, are to this effect: It is 


with deep regret, t 
fantry, has to onnewrilan 
Seconawalla, W., T,, where > was oe ra — 
th day of January, 18/0. 
ont Hoag oie ho frome West Point Military Acad: 
i in the year 1871, and joined the Regiment in the 
por 1872. Although he had served but a short = 
he = universally beloved. by =. aay Ba J 
i death. e usu: ‘ 
mow t — y the officers of the Regiment, for 
the period of 30 days. 


1 of the Twenty-first In- 
=~ maven, his Regiment the loss of 
R. Hoag, who died at Fort 
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THE QUESTION OF CARTRIDGE HOLDERS. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 

Sr: ‘In time of peace prepare for war,” seems the 
maxim of the energetic, practical Ordnance Depart- 
ment, but in the matter of breech-loading ammunition 
carriers, the perhaps brilliant results of an experiment 
casts a false illusion over the matter. The present 
style of cartridge boxes (Nos. 1 and 2) is hardly of 
practical application to a period of war, will be ulti- 
mately cast away, and is an expensive equipment. 
They are very pretty for garrison use, but, although a 
trained man may be able to fire very rapidly using them, 
they are not ‘ handy” or light enough when not filled. 
They have little contractibility or expansibility, and 
in time of battle they would not hold a sufficient num- 
ber of cartridges. With the present rapidity of firing, 
every man should have at least 100 rounds to carry 
with him into action. This large amount some may 
question the necessity of, but when we consider the 
short period required to fire that number off, the 
difficulty of supplying an extended line (see Upton’s 
skirmish drill especially), and that under fire, and the 
disaster entailed by running short of ammunition at a 
critical period, even this amount seems inadequate. 

Future battles will depend greatly on the sharp- 
shooting qualities of the individual soldier, or on the 
weight of metal thrown on a certain point, continued 
or at a given time, probably both. Anyway, there 
ought to be a sufficient supply with each myn, at. all 
times, not to admit any delay to re-supply the line. 
Most of the time formerly used in loading, or fighting 
with the bayonet, will hereafter be occupied in firing. 
The best method of accomplishing the desired effect, an 
adequate supply and a convenient mode for manipula- 
tion, wotld appear to be a combination of the cartridge 
belt and a large soft leather pouch which can carry at 
least 100 rounds in their paper boxes, or emptied 
loosely into it. This latter to be supported by large 
loops on the back of it for the belt to pass through, 
and if thought best also to be supported by the cross- 
belt. 

Ever since the breech-loading system has been in- 
troduced citizen hunters and trappers, also soldiers 
whenever they take the field, use the cartridge belt to 
the exclusion of almost every other method. There is 
scarcely a soldier (on the frontier) who does not own a 
cartridge belt of private manufacture, if they cannot 
get one of the government belts for field service. 
And it seems the most convenient method where only 
a small amouut of ammunition is needed; but for 
time of battle, or when large amounts are required, it 
might be supplemented by the leather bag. 

B. A. G. 


THE LATE GENERAL ROBERTS. 
10 the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: In your closing remarks’on General Roberts’s 
career, you eir, I think, in stating that “‘ at the close of 
the war General Roberts was in command of the 
Cavalry division in West Tennessee.” Upon being 
relieved as chief of Cavalry Department of the Gulf, 
he repaired to Memphis, Tenn., and relieved General 
Isaac C. Veatch in the commard of the District of 
West Tennessee, and I believe retained it until the war 
ended. 

Garrisons, N. Y., February 9th, 1875. 














RopMaAN Post, Grand Army of the Republic, gave a 
complimentary banquet, at Providence, on the even- 
ing of the 15th, to General Burnside, Senator-elect 
from Rhode Island. The general responded to the 
sentiment in his honor by a speech, in the course of 
which he said: 

Some of our people are naturally enough alarmed 
at the election to Congress by the Southern people of a 
large numbe: of ex-ofticers of the Confederate army. 
Now, comrades, it seems to me that a little considcra- 
tion will show there is no great occasion for alarm. 
These ex-officers, it should be remembered, are under 
paroles of honor. Whilst we all hold that the most sa- 
cred earthly duty of an American citiz~n is that of 
loyalty to the Republic, yet we must not lose sight of 
the fact that a soldier, in his individual capacity of a 
soldier, can realize no contingency that would make 
him violate his parole. There is every reason why 
these ex-Confederate soldiers in Congress should see 
that they were clearly—honestly if you please, but 
with the present lights before them clearly in the 
wrong, every reason why they should be loyal citizens, 
and every reason why they sliould sacredly keep their 
paroles of honor, whether given in person or in an im- 
plied form by accepting their liberty under a general 
understanding between their leader and the authorities 
of the General Government. Let us hope, comrades, 
that the present troublous, threatening signs will pass 
away; but should such fond hopes fail of realization, 
let us feel and know that the Government bas ample 
power to proiect itself, and that the people will never 
again sit idly by and allow treason to gather head. 
The people are anxiously impatient to see all the States 
of the Union under the supervision of their own pro- 
perly-constituted authorities, aad the authorities of 
the Government are equally anxious and impatient for 
this result. We should not forget that only ten years 
have passed since we emerged from the gigantic con- 
flict. The wounds could not have been so quickly 
healed that a system of labor which had obtained for 
so many years in the South would be rapidly replaced 
by a new system ; tnat the embers of hate and malice 
would be so rapidly quenched. But the wounds will 
be healed in time; the system of free labor will be 
established on a firm basis, and the embers of hate and 
malice will be quenched, for those who indulge in hate 
will find it a consuming fire which devours the hater 
and not the hated ; and fathers and mothers will learn 
not to rear their’ children for sacrifices on its altar. 
Loyalty, love, industry, economy, and peace will 
reign again. We will not be allowed ‘‘to turn to our 
folly again,” but we will be enabled to say that 





“‘mercy and truth have met together; righteousness 
and peace have kissed each other. 








ARMY AND NAVY BILLS IN CONGRESS. 


In the Senate, on the 10th instant, the Naval Com- 
mittee reported adversely on the following bills: 

8. 888, for the relief of Wm. Chandler, late a com- 
mander in the Navy; 

8. 885, to authorize the purchase of harbor privileges 
and lands for the establishment of a naval and coaling 
station in the Samoan Islands; 

8. 234, to appoint C. W. Cronk, a First Assistant 
Engineer in the Navy; 

H. R. 2896, to appoint Acting Master Robert Platt, 
an Acting Lieutenant in the Navy; and they were in- 
definitely postponed. 

The following bills were introduced, read twice and 
referred : 

8. 1276, by Mr. Clayton, construing the act entitled 
** An act to place colored persons, who enlisted in the 
Army, on the same footing as other soldiers as to 
bounty and pension;” 

8. 1277, by Mr. Scott, for the relief of Captain Bird 
8. Fletcher; 

8. 1281, by Mr. Frelinghuysen to re-instate As- 
sistant Paymaster Chas. E. Boggs (retired), on the ac- 
tive list of the Navy. 

H. R. No. 4466, permitting Lieutenant-Commander 
Frederick Pearson to accept a decoration from the 
Queen of Great Britain, which had been indefinitely 
postponed, was recommitted, on motion of Mr. Howe, 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

In the House Mr. Archer introduced a bill (H. R. 
4678) for the appointment of a Board of Admiralty, 
which was read a second time and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

The following communications from the Secretary 
of War were laid before the House: 

In relation to a petition of officers of the Army for 
the enactment of a law allowing to officers on leave of 
absence in foreign countries, full pay for six months; 
and transmitting a copy of the record of the Court- 
martial in the case oi Lieutenant S. P. Thompson, 
Twenty-fifth Infantry; in relation to the survey of the 
harbor of Black river, Ohio; transmitting draft of a 
bill relative to the sale of Ordnance stores; concerning 
a report upon the shoal in Hudson river, opposite 
Jersey City; in relation to widening and deepening the 
main channel of New Haven: Harbor, and relative to 
the survey of the old bed of Grand river, Ohio; all of 
which were referred to the appropriate Committees, 
and ordered to be printed. 

In the House, on the 11th inst., the Committee on 
Printing reported a resolution (joint), which was 
adopted, to print 10,000 extra copies of the report of 
the Surgeon-General of the Army, and the Super- 
vising Surgeon of the Marine Hospital Service, 
upon the cholera epidemic of 1873, viz., 5,000 for the 

ouse, 2,000 for the Senate, 2,000 for Surgeon-General 
of the Army, and 1,000 for Supervising Surgeon. 

In the Senate, the Naval Committee reported ad- 
versely on Senate Bill 489, to purchase a site for a coal- 
ing station, navy depot, and other Governmeat pur- 
poses, at Foot Point, Port Royal, Beaufort Co., 8. C., 
and it was indefinitely po: tponed. 

The following bills were introduced, read, and re- 
ferred: . 

S. 1286, by Mr. McCreery, to authorize the Secre- 
tary of War to detail a medical officer of the Army to 
investigate and report on the existence and spread of 
Cholera in Mexico, and near the frontier of Texas; 

§. 1287, by Mr. Cragin, relative to Benj. ¥. Garvin 
and H. H. Stewart, Chief Engineers, U. 8. Army. 

In the Senate, on the 12th, the House resolution to 
print report on Cholera was read and referred to Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

Communications were received from Secretary of 
War and ordered to be printed, relative to the military 
reservation at Point San Jose, Cal., and transmitting 
repurt of Major Merrill, relative to survey and esti- 
mate for the extension of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal from Cumberland to Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Hamilton presented a memorial from parties 
against the abolition of the Washington Navy-yard. 
A message was received from the House, announc- 
ing that it insisted on its amendments to §. bill 588, 
approving the action taken by the Secretary of War 
under the act of July 15, 1870, and asking a Committee 
of Conference. 

Mr. Spencer introduced a bill, S. 1293, to secure and 
promote justice in the Navy, and amendatory of cer- 
tain acts relating to the Navy, and for other parposes; 
and Mr. Gordon a bill S. 1295, to fix the title of certain 
officers in the Navy; both of which were referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs and ordered to be 
printed. 

The Military Academy bill passed the House on the 
13th inst. It appropriates $364,740, an excess of $24,- 
905 over that of last year, being for the purpose of 
continuing work on the new hospital for the cadets, 
and the construction of school houses for soldier’s 
children. An amendment to it was adopted, ‘‘ that 
assistant instructors of tactics commanding cadet 
companies at West Point, shall receive the same pay 
and allowances as assistant branches in the other 
branches of study.” 

The House passed on the 15th inst., Senate resolution 
No. 15, authorizing Passed Assistant Engineer Thomas 
W. Fitch to accept a wedding present of jewelry sent 
to his wife by the Khedive of Egypt. 

In the Senate, on the 16th inst., a letter was received 
from the Secretary of War transmitting a report of 
Major F. W. Farquhar, Corps of Engineers, upon the 
examination of sites for reservoirs at the head waters 
of the Mississippi river, which was referred to the 
select committee or transportation routes to the sea- 
board, and ordered to be printed. 

The bill to fix the Adjutant-General’s Departmen: is 
before the Committee of Conference. 





a 
BILLS BEFORE CONGRESS. 


THE following is the text of bills before Cougress 
relating to the Services introduced during February. 

H. R. 4508, January 25, by Mr. Donnan. That, in 
lieu. of the organization established by section one of 
the act approved June 23, 1874, tor the Inspector- 
General’s Department, entitled “An act ons 
the several staff-corps of the Army,” the said Depart- 
ment shall consist of five officers, who shall have the 
rank, pay, and emoluments of colonels of cavalry; 
and that no ‘officer now holding a commission in said 
Department shall be distu bed in his office by reason 
of this enactment: Provided, That re may be 
made of the lieutenant-colonels and major now in the 
Department, as vacancies occur, to the grade of 
colonel; and that whenever the said lieutenant-colonels 
and major shall have vacated their offices by promo- 
tion or otherwise, the offices of lieutenant-colonel and 
major in the Inspector-General’s Department shall 
become extinct, and that no new appointment to those 

rades shall hereafter be made: And provided further, 

hat it shall be lawful for the Secretary of War to 
detail, from the field officers of the Line of the Army, 
a sufficient number of officers, to be styled assistant 
inspectors-generals, to perform the duties of inspection 
imposed upon the Department by law, regulation, and 
the orders of superior authority; said details to be for 
a period of not more than four years. 

H. R. 4552, February 4, by Mr. Conger, for “‘ retiring 
from active service certain officers of the United States 
revenue-cutter service.” That any officer of the United 
States revenue-cutter service who has been forty years 
in such service may, upon bis own application to the 
President of the United States, be placed upon a re- 
tired-list, and shall receive the pay and emoluments 
allowed by thisact. Sec. 2. Thatifany officer of the 
revenue-cutter service is now, or shall hereafter be, in- 
capable of performing the duties of his office, he shall 
de placed upon the retired-list, and withdrawn from ac- 
tive service and command, and from the line of pro- 
motion. Scc. 3. That whenever any officer of the 
revenue-cutter service, on being ordered to perform the 
duties appropriate to his commission, shall report 
himself unable to comply with such order, or when- 
ever, in the judgment of the President of the United 
States, an officer of the revenue-cutter service shall be 
in any way incapacitated from performing the duties 
of his office, the President, in his discretion, shall di- 
rect the Secretary of the Treasury to refer the case of 
such officer to a board, consisting of three commis- 
sioned officers of the revenue-cutter service and two 
surgeons of the marine-hospital service; said board, 
except the medical officers, to be composed, as far as 
may be, of his seniors in rank. The determination of 
the board in each case shall, with a record of its pro- 
ceedings, be transmitted to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, to be laid before the President for his approval 
or disapproval and erders in the case. The neey 
whenever it finds an officer incapacitated for active 
service, will report whether, in its pAgeem, the 
incapacity results from long and faithful service, from 
wounds or injury received in the line of duty, from 
sickness or exposure therein, or from any other inci- 
dent of service; if so, and the President approves of 
such judgment, the disabled officers shall thereupon be 
placed upon the list of retired officers, according to 
the provisions of this act; but if, in the judgment of 

id board, such disability or incompetency results 
ao other causes, and the President concurs in opin- 
ion with the board, the officer may be wholly retired 
from the Service, with one year’s pay, at the discretion 
of the President, and bis name wholly omitted from 
the list of officers. The members of the board shall, 
in every case, be sworn to an honest and impartial dis- 
charge of their duties; and no officer shall he retired, 
either partially or wholly, from the Service, under this 
act, without having had a fair and full hearing before 
the board, if he shall demand it. Sev. 4. That the re- 
tired officers shall be entitled to wear the uniform of 
their respective grades, shall continuc to be borne upon 
the official register, and shall be subject to the rules and 
regulations ae the Service. Sec. 5. That the 
pay and emoluments of -all officers retired under this 
act shall be seventy-five per centum of the pay and 
emoluments to which such officers would be entitled if 
on duty at sea. Sec. 6. That all vacancies in the ac- 
tive list of officers in the revenue-cutter service occur- 
ring under the provisions of this act shall be filled in 
accordance with the regulations of the Service: Pro- 
vided, That the number of officers on the actiye list 
shall not exceed the number authorized by existing 
aw 
H. R. 4564, February 6, by Mr. Coburn. That the pay 
of acting assistant quartermaster shall be one hundred 
dollars in ‘addition to the pay of his rank. Sec. 2. 
That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and empowered to select from the sergeants 
of the Line of the Army, who shall nave faithfully 
served therein five years, three years of which in the 
grade of non-commissioned officers, as many quarter- 
master-sergeants as the service may require, not to ex- 
ceed one for each military post or place of deposit of 
quartermasters’ stores, whose duty it shall be to receive 
and preserve the quartermasters’ stores at the posts, 
under the direction of the proper officers of the Quar- 
termaster’s Department, and under such regulations as 
shall be prescribed by the Secretary of War. The 
quartermaster-sergeants hereby authorized shall be 
subject to the Rules and Articles of War, and shall 
receive for their services the same pay and allowance 
as ordnance-sergeants. 

H R. 4565, February 6, by Mr. Coburn. That when 
any officer of the Army of the United States shall 
travel under orders, and_shall not be furnished trans- 
portation by the Quartermaster’s Department, or on a 





conveyance belonging to, or chartered by, the United 
States, he shall be allowed ten cents a mile, and no 
more, for each mile actually by him travelled under 
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such orders; distances’ to be calculated according to 

the nearest post-routes; and no payment shall be made 

to any officer except by a paymaster of the Army. 

Mileage shall not be allowed when the officer has been 
erred or relieved at his own request. 

February 6, by Mr. Page, joint resolution (H. Res. 
150). That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he 
hereby is, authorized to employ, at a reasonable com- 
pensation, a competent engineer, who shall make 
survey of Soscol Creek, its tributaries and adjacent 
spri in the’counties of Napa and Solano, Califor- 
nia, for the p’ of demonstrating the me | 
of supplying therefrom the Navy-yard at Mare Island, 
California, with fresh water. 

H. R. 4635, Feb. 8, by Mr. Houghton, ‘‘To en- 
courage and promote telegraphic communication be- 
tween America and Asia.” That (corporators named) 
shall have the right to construct, land, and maintain 
a line or lines of telegraph or submarine cable on the 
Pacific coast of the United States, to connect the 
American and Asiatic coasts by telegraphic lines, wires 
or submarine cables: Provided, That said company 
shall begin to lay said cable within three years from 
the passage of this act. Sec. 2. That in order to en- 
courage and aid in the construction of said line or lines 
of telegraph, the Secretary of the Navy is hereby di- 
rected to detail, for the surveys and soundings on and 
along that portion of the Pacific coast in America and 
Asia where it is proposed to establish said telegraph- 
lines, one or more steam-vessels, to be at the disposal 
of said fecompany, to assist in surveys and soundings, 

. laying down and submerging cable, transporting ma- 
terials connected therewith, and generally to afford any 
assistance calculated to promote the success of the en- 
terprise. Sec. 3. That the Government of the United 
States shall at all times have priority in the use of the 
lines of said company for all diplomatic and Govern- 
ment business; and in order to secure the same from 
injury by evil-disposed persons, to the interruption of 

ublic business, the Secretaries of the Navy and of 

ar are authorized to direct the commanders of mili- 
tary and naval districts or stations traversed or occu- 

ied by the stations or lines of telegraph or cable be- 
onging to said company, and other officers acting 
under the authority of the United States, to use any 
force at their command to protect the same. Said 
lines of telegraph shall be open at all times to the pub- 
lic, and to any other company, upon the payment of 
the regular charges, for the transmission of despatches, 
excepting when in use by the Government of the 
United States. - 

H. R. 4640, February 8, by Mr. Averill. That the 
act entitled ‘‘ An act to amend an act entitled ‘ An act 
to enable honorably-discharged soldiers and suilors, 
their widows and orphan children, to acquire home- 
steads on the public lands of the United-States,’” and 
the amendments thereto, approved March 3, 1873, be 
so amended and construe as to permit all soldiers and 
sailors, their widows and orphan children, entitled to 
to the benefits of the provisions of said original and 
amended acts, who may have eniered a less quantit 
than 160 acres prior to March 3, 1873, to enter such ad- 
ditional quantity from any of the public lands subject 
to homestead-entry as shall make one full quarter-sec- 
tion of 160 acres. 

H. R. 4664, we psf 8, by Mr. Lamison. That the 
surviving widows, and in case of no surviving widow 
then the surviving child or children, of each of the 
officers, non-commissioned officers, soldi.rs, Indian 
spies, marines, or mariners who shall have served in 
the Continental Line or State troops, volunteers or 
militia, at one or more times, for a period of ten days 
or more, during the war’ of the Revolution, and who 
are not entitled to any benefits under the act entitled 
““An act supplementary to the act for the relief of 
certain surviving officers and soldiers of the revolu- 
tion,” passed June 7, 1882, and who may have died 
— to the passage of said act, and previous to 
March 4, 1831, shall be entitled to the amount of pen- 
sion, at the rate prescribed by said act, from April 11, 
1783, to the date of the death of such officer, soldier, 
or other person named in such act. 

H. R. 4646, February 8, by Mr. Chipman., Whereas 
Colonel and Brevet Major-General W. H. Emory, U.S. 
Army, has been in active service about forty-three 
years, and has, by meritorious conduct, before, during, 
and since the recent rebellion rendered faithful ser- 
vice to his reaper about ten years of which being in 
the capacity of brigadier and major-general: There- 
fore, be it enacted, etc., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to place 
that officer upon the retired-list of the Army as 
brigadier-general, with pay and emoluments of ‘a 
retired officer of that pra e. 

February 8, Mr. Albright reported back with amend- 
ments, in italics, H. R. 3858. Whereas three vacan- 
cies in ihe grade of surgeon in the Medical Depart- 
ment of the Army originated February 22, 1869, to 
which the senior three assistant surgeons, Charles B. 
White, George M. Sternberg, and Joseph Janvier 
Woodward, were extitled to be promoted by the laws 
then in existence; and whereas the sixth section of the 
Army appropriation bill, approved March 3, 1869, has 
been so construed as to prevent the promotion of said 
Officers, although they e entitled thereto, prior 
to the of said appropriation bill: Therefore, 
be it enacted, etc., That the President be, and hereby is, 
authorized to nominate and promote the said Charles 
B. White, George M. ange and Joseph Janvier 
Woodward to be surgeons, with the rank of major, to 
date from February 22, 1869; but this act shall not be 
construed to increase permanently the number of 
surgeons of the rank of major in the Army, and no 
further promotions to that grade shall be made until 
the number of surgeons is reduced to that fixed by 
existing laws: Provided, That no officer in said depart- 
ment oe nee Saneead vem Me proant rank, 

and the officers above-named shall entitled to increased 
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H. R. 4677, Feb 9, by Mr. O'Neill. That the 
following sums be, and the same are hereby, appro- 
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, for the payment of pensions for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1876: For Army pensions to 
invalids, widows, and dependent relatives, revolu- 
tionary pensions, and pensions to soldiers of the war 
of 1812, and for furnishing artificial limbs or appa- 
ratus for resection, with transportation or commuta- 
tion therefor; also, for compensation to pension-agents, 
and the expenses of the several agencies, and for fees 
for preparing vouchers and administering oaths, as 
provided for by the acts of April 24, 1816; July 4, 
1836; May 13, 1846; February 20, 1847; agg | 2, 
1848; July 21, 1848; July 29, 1848; February 3, 1853; 
June 3, 1858; July 14 and 17, 1862; June 30, 1864; 
June 6 and July 25, 1866; July 27, 1868; June 17 and 
July 8 and 11, 1870; February 14 and June 8, 1871; 
February 20, 1872; and March 3, 1873; and all other 
pensions provided by law, $29,500,000. For Navy 
pensions to invalids, widows, and dependent relatives, 
and pensions to sailors of the war of 1812, and for 
furnishing artificial limbs or apparatus for resection, 
with transportation or commutation therefor; com- 
pensation to pension-agents, expenses of agencig¢s, and 
fees for preparing vouchers and administerivg oaths, 
as provided by the acts of April 23, 1800; February 
20, 1847; August 11, 1848; July 14 and 17, 1862; June 
30, 1864; June 6 and July 25, 1866; March 2, 1867; 
July 27, 1868; June 17 and July 8 and 11, 1870; June 
8, 1871; February 20, 1872; and March 3, 1873; and 
all other pensions provided by law, $500,000: Provided, 
That the appropriation aforesaid for Navy pensions, 
and the other expendifures under that head, shall be 
paid from the income of the Navy pension-fund, so 
far as the same may be sufficient for that purpose. 
The total sum recommended by this bill is $30,000,000. 

H. R. 4678, February 10, by Mr. Archer, ‘‘to pro- 
vide for the appointment of a board of admiralty, and 
for other purposes.” That from and after the passage 
of this act, there shall be created and established a 
board of admiralty to advise and assist the Secretary 
of the Navy. Said board shall consist of the Secretary 
of the Navy, ex-officio its president; the three senior 
line-oflicers on the active list; a naval constructor on 
the active list of the relative rank of a captain; a chief 
engineer of the Navy on the active list of the relative 
rank of a captain; and a line-officer of the rank of cap- 
tain, who shall be the secretary of the board and keep 
arecord of its proceedings. In the absence of the 
president of the board, the senior line-officer shall pre- 
side and sign all reports. The naval officers of the 
board shall all be taken from those on the active list. 
Said board shall have charge of all matters in any way 
pertaining to the organization of the Navy Department 
and of the personnel and material of the Navy: First. 
To detail officers. Second. To have charge of the 
Naval Academy. Third. To draw up rules and regu- 
lations for ships, yards, and stations, subject to the 
Secretary’s approval. Fourth. To examine plans- of 
ships, steam-engines, and public works. Fifth. To 
examine and approve all contracts. Sixth. To make 
annually a full report to the Secretary of the Navy of 
the condition of ‘the Service, with necessary recom- 
mendations for its support and improvement. Seventh. 
To examine and correct the allowance-books from time 
totime. Eighth. To re-organize the apprentice and 
enlistment system for the Navy and Marine Corps. 
Ninth. To visit and examine the Navy-yards annually, 
or oftener if necessary. Tenth. To examine the evi- 
dence in courts-martial, and regulate the manner of 
holding them. Eleventh. To make the necessary alter- 
ations in ordnance equipments, navigation-supplies, 
and cl othing, and to report from time to time to the 
Secretary of the Navy such matters as come under 
their observation fer the improvement of the Navy. 
Twelfth. To direct and control the Bureaus of the 
Navy Department, so that the affairs of the Navy shall 
be administered on some well devised and settled plan, 
and be carried out accordingly. 








Tue House Committee on Foreign Affairs has 
agreed to report a bill providing for the distribution 
ot the Japanese indemnity fund, which now amounts 
to nearly $1,200,000. The amount already paid by 
Japan, and which has been invested in United States 
bonds under the direction of the State Department, 
amounts to nearly $900,000. The balance due, 
$375,000 in gold, is now in England en route from 
Japan to the United States. In May, 1872, a bill 
was passed by the House remitting the last-named 
sum, but failed to be enacted. At the last session a 
similar bill was reported favorably to the Senate, 
and was pending at the adjournment. Ever since 
the indemnity was received from Japan efforts have 
been made at every session of Congress to pass bills 
distributing a certain portion of the indemnity 
among the officers and crew of the United States 
ships Wyoming and Ta Kiang, which participated in 
the action which resulted in destroying the pirates 
at Simonoseki Strait in 1863. It is proposed in the 
bill agreed to by the Foreign Committee to remit to 
Japan the $375,000 now en route; distribute among 
the officers and crews of the Wyoming and Ta Kiang 
$125,000 of that already received and invested 
place $300,000 under the direction of the Secretary 
ot State, the interest to be devoted to the education 
of acertain number of American and Japanese youths 
in the Japanese language, in order to enable them to 
become interpreters for our Consular and Diplomatic 
service, and the balance to be turned into the Trea- 
sury. The President, in his annual Message, recom 
mended the education of interpreters for our diplo- 
matic service, and the Secretary of State has 
expressed himself favorable to that- section of the 
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bill, but lec to have the entire balance of 
the fund devoted to educational purposes, 


THE NAVY. 





The Editor invites for this department of the JourNAL all facts 
ef interest to the Navy, especially such asrelate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 

THE United States ship Portsmouth arrived at Hono- 
lulu January 31. 

TuE Canandaigua arrived at Aspinwall January 18, 
from New Orleans. Lieut. Collins and party reported 
on board, and the vessel expected to leave Jan. 25, for 
the Atrato. 

ComMANDER H. L. Howtson, U. 8. Navy, is or- 
dered to take the place of Commander F. V. McNair 
as Senior Instructor in the Department of Seamanship 
at the Naval Academy. 

Ovr item last week concerning the amateur theatri- 
cals at Annapolis should have read over two hundred 
reserved seats were sold, instead of ‘‘ one hundred.” 
The proceeds were for charitable purposes. 

On the 11th a commission of naval officers met at the 
Philadelphia Navy-yard to investigate and endeavor to 
discover the cause of the recent sinking of the large 
floating dry dock in the basin of the yard. 

CoMMANDER CusHING’s widow has sent to Alfred 
Iverson of Columbus, Ga., a sword which her hus- 
band captured from the latter, who was in the Con- 
federate army. The sword was presented to Mr. 
Iverson by the citizens of Columbus before the war, 
when he was a lieutenant of United States Cavalry. 

In the United States Circuit Court, in the case of the 
United States against B. F. Camp, Jr., late an acting 
assistant paymaster in the Navy, and his bondsmen, 
George C. Byrne and B. F. Camp, Sr., the jury found 
a verdict for the plaintiff for $6,200.88. Action was 
brought to recover that amount, as a balance due on 
Camp’s accounts. 

Tue friends and admirers of the late Rear-Admiral 
Winslow, in conjunction with his widow, are prepar- 
ing to place at his grave in Mount Auburn Cemetery, 
near Boston, a ‘‘ granite bowlder,” weighing several 
tons, taken from the summit of Kearsarge Mountain, 
as the base for a granite shaft to his memory, emble- 
matical of the ship which he commanded on the occa- 
sion which bas forever made memorable the brave 
admiral and the grand old mountain whose name the 
vessel bore. 

CoMMANDER E. P. Lut, in a despatch to the De- 
partment, under date of the 30th ult., reports that the 
work of the Panama Surveying Expedition is progress- 
ing favorably. Two parties are in the field—one, under 
Lieut. Leutzie, is locating the feed, and the other, 
under Lieut. Colby; is at work upon what is hoped 
will prove to be the main line. All the indications are 
favorable, so far.. Lieut. Moser arrived on the 28th of 
January, and immediately: joined Lieut. Colby, taking 
charge of the level. 

COMMANDER FRED. V. McNarm has taken, or will do 
so in a few days, his departure from Annapolis for 
the Asiatic station, where he is to have the command 
of the steamer Kearsarge, his term of service at the 
Naval Academy having expired. Commander McNair 
has been at the head of the Department of Seamanship 
for several years past, and was also a member of the 
Academic board, positions which no one could have 
filled with more ability, and at the same time most 
satisfactorily to all. His courtesy and gentlemanly 
deportment and his peculiar qualifications for impart- 
ing knowledge to the students, by which he boih in- 
structed and interested, made him a favorite at the 
Institution, and his departure will be regretted by 
many. 

A CovuRT-MARTIAL assembled at the Washington 
Navy-yard, on Thursday, the 18th inst., fur the trial 
of several marines attached to the guard at that yard. 
These cases will possess some interest in them, as they 
will show to what extent enlisted men of the Corps 
can, without suffering any serious consequences, break 
faith and deal unjustly with those who are authorized 
to sell them trifling articles, necessary to their comfort; 
in other words, whether they can buy articles from the 
Canteen, as it is termed, and not pay for them. With 
the consent of the commanding officer of the post, 
upon written agreements to pay in monthly instalments, 
it appears nae | procured of the Canteen or sutler the 
objects desired, but when the time for payment came, 
ignored their promises and agreements—their honest 
and just debts—and declined to make any settlement. 
There being no law for deducting froin their pay the 
sums due, and moral suasion having failed to have any 
effect on them, they are to be tried on the charge of 
** scandalous conduct,” ctc. 

INTELLIGENCE from Aspinwall has been received up 
to the 26th ult. The Canandaigua, Captain E. Barrett, 
arrived there on the 18tb, to take the expedition of 
Lieut. Collins to the Gulf of Uraba ; but owing to the 
non-arrival of certain recessary stores from New Y ork, 
did not get off until probably the 27th ultimo, which 
was the date fixed for departure. With oa —_ 

veyin arty, which now consists 0 ieutenant- 
Commanding F” Collins, Lieuts. J. G. Eaton, J. T. 
Sullivan and S. C. Paine ; Ensign H. H. Barroll and 
Asst.-Surgeon Ernest Norfleet, should have commenced 
work on the line by Feb. 1. The weather at Aspin- 
wall was very dry, with “trades” well to the North- 
ward, and everything indicating an exceptionally 
favorable season for isthmian labor. The Collins 
party were all well and “ eager for the fray.” Letters 
for them should be sent to the care of U.S. Consul at 
Aspinwall, who will forward them to Carthagena, 
whence they will go on to the front: The Canandaigua 
will leave them, and retura to pick them vp between 
April 15 and May 1. . , 
On Saturday evening, the 18th inst., three boys who, 











with many others, had been skating during the day on 
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the Severn river around the Naval Academy grounds, 
were suddenly precipitated into the water by the break- 
ing of the ice at a point a few yards astern of the gun- 
nery-ship Suniee. Although it was after dark, nearly 
half past six, the alarm was immediately given by 
some of the sailors.of the Santee, and eftorts made to 
rescue them. Lines were thrown, and a boat lowered, 
and two of the youngsters gotten out with much diffi- 
culty ; but the third, a little son of Judge Welch, of 
Annapolis, came within an ace of losing his life. He 
hung on bravely to the edge of the ice, and when 
reached was frozen nearly stiff, and so far gone that 
several hours of careful exertion on the part of Sur- 
geons Bright and Sowerby, U. 8. Navy, were necessary 
to restore him. One of the other boys is a son of the 
late Captain Doty, U. 8. N., and is preparing to enter 
the Academy. Lieut.-Commander Merrill Miller, in 
attempting to go on the ice to assist in saving the boys, 
also broke through, and was in a very perilous posi- 
tion until rescued by Corporal Rosson and Private 
Higgins, of the Marine Corps. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the New York Commercial 
Advertiser. addresses that journal on the subject of 
‘Our Naval Weakness,” saying: I have waited with 
some impatience, sinee the recent reports of the con- 
dition of our Army and Navy, to hear a note of warn- 
ing sounded by the press—a warning which would 
tend to awaken in us some of that national pride which 
a few years ago gave us irfluence abroad and a sense 
of security at home. No observer of the course of 
events in Europe can fail to see the cloud of war that 
gathers darkly over the nations. Even the London 
imes, representative of a Government which no 
longer acts upon the offensive, has called attention to 
it, and not in diplomatic language, but in plain words 
of warning and apprehension. It is certainly true 
that in the general affairs of Europe, balance of power, 
succession, or secession of its principalities and powers, 
we have no special interest and no right to interfere; 
but if, in the event of the general European war which 
seems imminent, we hug the policy of non-intervention 
to our heart as a safeguard, we make a woeful mistake, 
and one for which we shall pay dearly at a future day. 
Even as a neutral, we must be able to preserve our 
neutrality, which, if culled upon to do now, we have 
not the power. ‘he United States of to-day—one of 
the wealthiest and naturally tae most powerful country 
on the globe—is practically one of the weakest and 
least influential; an immense sea-coast, dotted with 
rich, populous cities and almost defenceless; a Navy, 
which gathered together recently with great delay and 
difficulty, presented an appearance at once pitifal and 
ridiculous; an Army, which that Prince of Caricatu- 
rists, Nast, fitly depicts as a skeleton with a flint-lock 
musket. We resemble a great hulking school-boy, 
with plenty of muscle, which he only uses to scratch 
his own head, while the veriest cub on the play-ground 
can kick and cuft him ad /itum. There have not 
been wanting men who have repeatedly urged this 
view of our position upon Congress. The President 
has broken his proverbial silence, time and again, upon 
this subject, and once lately we were stricken with 
bitter humil‘ation by the contemptuous treatment of 
our remonstrances by the most contemptible of foreign 
powers. The national dignity was insulted, our citi- 
zens assassinated, and our pretest sneered at; and we 
are still waiting for an apology and compensation. 
This is, however, but a comparatively small aftair, and 
we shall know greater indignities if we continue in 
our present abject, defenceless condition. . Every 
breeze across the Herring Pond brings to our ears the 
notes of preparation and rumors of war. Germany, 
unused to the power she has acquiréd so easily and 
unexpectedly, looms up like a great bully on the one 
hand, and eagerly watches an opportunity to exhibit 
her martial array again. France,-smarting under de- 
feat, is wild for a chance to recover her former glory 
and territory. Russia, in drawing her pen through 
the Treaty of Paris, has reopened the Eastern Ques- 
tion. And throughout the length and breadth of these 
nations is heard the tramp of armed hosts and the din 
of meparation. I trust, when this cloud breaks, we 
shall be .able to keep out of the rain; but FE wish we 
had a more secure shelter to retire to. There is no 
economy in our present course, but exactly the con- 
trary; for if by any chance we should be cailed upon 
to uphold the nation’s dignity, six months of actual 
warfare with a naval power, even of third rate, would 
settle our wretched old ships at the bottom of what- 
ever seas they ventured on, and cost us more in dollars 
and cents to repair the damage done to our coast cities 
than it would now to put us in a position to be afraid 
of none but ourselves! 





NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 


Fesrvary 10.—Commander Milton Haxtan, to equipment 
ba at the Navy-yard, New York. 
ae emant C, M. Anthony, to the Navy-yard, Portsmouth, 


Surgeon Geo. W. Woods, to the Benicia. 

Fesruary 11.—Surgeon E, 8. Matthews, to the Navy-yard, 
Pensacola. 

FEBRUARY 15.—Commander Charles 8. Norton, to command 
the Shawmut, at. New Orleans. 

Lieutenant-Commander Charles H. Davis, to the Naval Ob- 
servatory on the let March next. 





DETACHED. 
FEBRuARY 10.—Assistant Surgeon Homer L. Law, from the 
receiving ship Sabine, and granted three months’ leave. 


FEBRUARY 11.—Commander Frederick V. McNair, from the 
Naval Academy on the ist March next, and ordered to command 
the steame: Kearsarge, Asiatic Station, per steamer of 16th March 
from San Francisco. 

Commander D. B. Harmony, from the command of the Kear 
sarge, Asiatic Station, on the reporting of his relief, and ordered 
to return home and report arrival. 

Assistant Surgeon T. D. Myers has reported his return home 
having been detached from the jackawanna, Asiatie Station, on 
the 22d November last. and has been placed on eick leave. 

Passed Assistant Engineer George W. Hall has{reported his 





return home, having been detached from the Yantic, Asiatic Sta- 
os the 4th November last, and, has been placed on sick 

Fesruary 12.—Lientenant-Commander Wm. H. Whiting, from 
special duty, and placed on waiting-orders. 

Lieutenant-Commander Edwin White, from the command of 
the store ship Onward, at Callao, Peru, and ordered to duty in 
the Asiatic Station. 

Lieurenant-Commanéer E. 8. Keyser, from the Roanoke, and 
ordered to command the store ship Onward, at Callao, Peru, per 
steamer of 27th inst. 

Carpenter James McDonnell has reported his retura home, 
having been detached from the store ship Onward on the 28th 
December last, and has been placed on waiting orders. 

Fesruary 15.—Commander Henry I. Howison, from the com- 
mand of the Shawmut on the reporting ef his relief, and ordered 
to duty at the Naval Academy. 

Lieutenant-Commander Henry F. Picking, from the Naval Ren- 
dezvous, New York, and ordered as light-house inspector of the 
First District. 

Assistant Paymaster J. C. Burnet, from the Colorado, and or- 
dered to the Franklin, European Station, as assistant to Fleet 
Paymaster Murray. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED. 
To Lieutenant G. K. Haswell for six months, with permission 
to leave the United States. 
LEAVE EXTENDED. 
The leave of Commodore A. G. Clary has been extended six 
months from the Ist June next. 
ASSIGNED TO DUTY. 
Lieutenant-Commander Wm. H. Whiting has been assigned to 


duty ‘on board the Benicia, North Pacific Station, by Rear-Admi- 
ral Almy. 


REVOKED. 
The orders of Surgeon Delavan Bloodgood, to the Navy-yard, 
Pensacola, and placed on sick leave. 
RESIGNED. 
Passed Assistant Engineer Hiram Parker, to take effect on the 
18th inst. 
PLACED ON RETIRED LIST. 
spAtttonant-Commander C. M. Stedman,.from February 10, 


LiST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported te 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending February 17, 1875 : 
Hugh McKeon, seaman, engineer force, September 8, U. 8. 8. 
Michigan, Erie, Pa. 

<a Reilley, machinist, February 8, U. 8. Torpedo Station, 
Newport, R. L. 

Samuel P. Jopling, sergeant marines, January 23, Naval Hos- 
pital, Mare Island, Cal 
_Charles Wm. Horst, 


- marine, February 10, Naval Hospita), New 
ork, 








THE WIDOW OF ADMIRAL WINSLOW. 


‘ Tue bill asking for a pension of $50 per mocth for 
the widow of Admiral Winslow has been adversely re- 
ported upon by the Senate”—by the very Congress, 
which is pledged to distribute the Geneva award to our 
American merchants, which thus ignores the dis- 
tinguished services of the officer, who conducted the 
ce‘ebrated nava‘ contest, in command of the Kearsarge, 
in its victory over the Alabama. ‘“‘ He did his work in 
a way which carried its own distinction,” and was the 
‘* admiration: of two continents.” For this victory, 
Winslow received a vote of the thanks of Congress and 
ten years’ extension on the active list of the Navy after 
the age of retirement by law. 

Congress gave him this reward but could not 
guarantee his life. Had he lived to enjoy these 
ten years of active service he would have received 
from $50,000 to $60,000, at the rate of $5,000 for shore 
pay and $6,000 per annum for sea service, yet his 
widow is refused $600 per annum; which, should she 
live ten years, would only give her one year of the 
Admiral’s pay for sea service. Rear Admira!s John 
Rogers, Charles H. Davis and John L. Worden are the 
only other rear admirals living on whom this reward 
was bestowed by Congress. tad 








(From the Washington Republican.) 
CABLE IRON. 


Tue efforts just now in Congress to abolish the 
Washington Navy-yard are calling forth all that can 
be said’pro and con in regard to it. Without desiring 
to go into a general discussion of all the important rea- 
sons why it should be continued and its operations en- 
larged by appropriations, there are some facts which 
are not generally known, either to members of Con- 
gress or to citizens of Washington, which, in ana- 
tional point of view as well as a Jocal interest, should 
be laid before the readers of the Republican in a just 
ligut. Chief among the considerations of a national 
interest, and which are destined to accomplish very 
important results in the Navy Department, are a se- 
ries of experiments now being made under the super- 
intendence of Commander Beardslee involving the 
strength and durability of iron. These experiments 
are thoroughly practical, the results of years of study 
into the nature and uses of iron in the Navy, and have 
been rendered necessary, in the opinion of Commander 
Beardslee, from the existence of certainserious defects 
in the Jaws and practices of the Department, among 
which is the practice of purchasing iron under 
contracts awarded to the lowest bidder. 

These contracts allow a great deal of inferior iron 
to be supplied, and the tests made use of for ascertain- 
ing the strength of the material fail to prevent the use 
of these inferior qualities of iron. Commander Beards- 
lee has succeeded in combining scrap iron, old boiler 
plate and other comparatively worthless material by a 
process of his own so as to produce iron of the very 
best quality. He has succeeded, also, in improving the 
quality of inferior iron, and reducing the various qua- 
lities to a uniform strength. He has invented several 
useful experiments for testing the strength of iron. 
In conducting these experiments and tests he has 
practiced mostly upon chain cable, as in cable the 
greatest and most uniform strength is required. 

. The standard adopted throughout the world as the 
strength of chain cables is the so-called British Admi- 
ralty breaking strain, being a steady, uniform strain in 





the direction of the fibres of the metal. The test is 





found to be defective. Experience proves that an iron 
that will stand this severe strain without breaking— 
when subjected to sudden shocks breaks readily. It 
is also shown by experience that it is these sudden 
shocks, such as that produced in Pa ing out and haul- 
ing in cables, and the pitching o the vessels when at 
anchor, and the shaking of bridges of iron, and espe- 
cially the shock to guns in the repeated discharges, 
which breaks it. Commander Beardslee’s experiments 
are directed more especially to the producing a quality 
of iron which will resist these shock tests. To ac- 
complish this, he has invented and is using avery sim- 
ple and accurate machine. Some of the results of his 
experiments are as follows: 

A cable constructed of one and a half inch iron 
sustains the British Admiralty breaking strain of 135,- 
000 pounds. A link made of this improved iron 
withstands a strain of 160,000 pounds. For a cable of 
two inch iron the British Admiralty test is 257,000 
pounds. A link of this iron was carried to a strain of 
266,000 pounds, breaking the machine, with no appa- 
rent effect upon the iron. The experiments with the 
machine for the shock tests. are remarkable. This 
machine is something like a pile-driver, raising a 
weight of 90 pounds to a height indicated by a scale 
of feet, and letting it fall upon the bar of iron. Some 
of these tests as witnessed are as follows: A bar of two 
and three sixteenths inches of iron, such as has been 
furnished and used under a contract for cable, broke 
short off with one five feet blow of this machine. 
Another bar received a blow of three feet fall, with no 
sign of injury. A second blow of three feet broke it 
like glass. g 

Tois same iron after going through this new process 
of mixing and working and subject to the shock test 
was as follows: A 2-inch bar stood four 30-foot blows; 
another bar, same diameter, broke off at the fifth 
80-foot blow. 

The extremes shown are from one 5-foot blow to five 
30-foot blows upon the same diameter of iron. This 
new process can be made to show greater success than 
this, even to withstaading eight or ten 30-foot blows, 
but this quality would require so much labor in making 
as to render it too expensive for use, 

The effects of these experiments are to produce iron 
from comparatively worthless metal of as good quality 
and as cheap as the best; and being much _— 
than ordinary iron, great reduction can be made in the 
weight of armament and other uses for which iron is 
applied. *. 

An item of local interest, in this connection is that 
under the operations of Commander Beardslee, and 
by his system of employing mechanics, he is making 
four fathoms of cable per day at each forge, at a cost 
of labor of $3 per fathom, whereas, under the old sys- 
tem of labor, making two and a half fathoms per day 
cost $4.80 perfathom. This officer asserts that if suita- 
ble appropriations be made he can employ large num- 
bers of men now out of employment, returning to the 
Government a dollar’s worth of work for every dollar 
thus paid out, and can manufacture cables and other 
materials of this improved iron at rates far below those 
now paid for such material, thus saving expense to the 
Government and supplying work and means of subsis- 
tence to many families now destitute and suffering. 








AN ABSURD STORY ABOUT THE FRIGATE 
CONSTITUTION. 


Tux U.S. Nautical Magazine, vol. iv., published in. 
New York in 1856, at page 356, contains an article on 
the Brazilian Navy, copied from that standard British 
periodical, the United Service Magazine, which relates 
as authentic the following history of one of the 
Brazilian frigates: ; 

‘* After the said two-decker [Dom Pedro Segundo}, 
the finest vessel tclonging to the Brazilians is the 
frigate Oonstitucion, whieh will be recognized by the 
English (under the name of the Constitution), as an 
American frigate, which distinguished itself during 
the American war by capturing with great difficult 
the Java, an English jackass frigate, of about half 
the size of the Constitution. The Brazilians purchased 
this frigate of the Americans, and were taken in, as 
might reasonably be expected. They paid a large sum, 
supposing her to be copper-bottomed; but when she 
was dry-docked in England, the Brazilians not possess- 
ing a dry dock of sufficient dimensions, it was dis- 
covered that a. slip of copper was nailed around her 
just about the water line, so as to convey the impres- 
sion that she was completely coppered. Such is the 
origin of the finest vessel in the Brazilian service.” 


This absurd story has just met my eye, after being 
buried nineteen years in the pages of that defunct 
magazine, and I have never seen it contradicted. It 
would be hard, I presume, to convince its ignorant 
and prejudiced author (if living), that our frigate Qon- 
stitution has never been sold out of our Navy, and is 
now at the Philadelpbia Navy-yard, hauled up, where 
it is proposed to repair her and fit her up for the 
coming Centennial. 

It is a little singular that the editor of the American 
magazine, in copying the story and commenting upon 
it, does not deny our Constitution having been sold 
to the Brazilians; but after denying in a foot note the 
inferiority of the Java, and the “great difficulty” the 
Constitution had in achieving a poy one over her, he 
assents as 1t were to the Constitution having been sold 
by saying: “ We think the whole s bas not been 
told, inasmuch as it is the universal practice to 
examine vessels before purchasing them, rather than 
afterwards, as the writer asserts. If the copper was 
new, why did they examine her bottom after being 
sold? If the copper was old, it is sufficient evidence 
it was not prépared for the occasion. The copper 
might have been put on above water, asit is now often 
—_ before going into dock, in order to —— 
work, a! 








440 _ 








ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL 





Fesrvary 20, 1875 














THE ANNUAL REPORT 


ATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION, 


FOR THE YEAR 1874, 


Is now oe yoann, and will be issued aety. A limited number 
of Adv mts will be inserted | fp ap | 


n the Re 


mee page and $30 a half ps with rates for ~-y. SUBSCRIPTION, SIX DOLLARS A YEAR. 

sone gle iemaaeae be received until the 1st Of | queues 

m .. of = Annual for 18%, wil be be > Aanetintinn So8 4 AN The Editor does not hold himself responsible for individual ex 
e one now in press f sent on receipt of twenty- | pressions of opinion in communications 

five cents to cover pos etc, rt for 1874 will con ¥ 0 ar eapeerieiaredhiae 8 


stennalibeal 


tain a full report ot the 
with a full record of the scores 


moor during the year—with diagrams of the targets. 
Add: ess H. A. GILDERSLEEVE, 
National Rifle Association, 
93 Nassau St., New York. 


LAFLIN. & RAND POWDER COMPANY. 


res mee Row, New York. 
manufacturers of the celebrated ORANGE 


Sole pro; 
oe of UN PC POWDER. Recommended and used by Captain 


H. Bogardus, the ‘‘ Champion Wing Shot of America.” 
Orange Lightning Powder. 


The strongest and cleanest Powder made. Nos.1tc7. Packed 
only in sealed one a canisters. The coarser sizes especially 
are recommended to owners of fine — loading guns, giving 
great penetration with very slight recoil 


Orange Ducking Sisierden. 

For Water-fowl. Verystrong and clean. Nos.1to5. Packed 

in metal kegs of 6% Ibs. each, and canisters of 1 and 5 peunds. 
Orange Rifle Powder. 

This celebrated brand of Powder is more extensively used 
than any other for both Rifles and ShotGuns. Sizes FG, FFG 

and FFFG. Packed in wood and metal kegs of 25, 12% and 64 
ibs., and in canisters of 1 fia 

Military Powder. 


—— made by this Company is extensively 
oat ar ari cppeaved by the U.S Government, and ex- 
tadvery, uw Russian Government for their cartridges 
made ih this AL. 


CANNON, ee. | = ond CART- 


aating Mininy ‘in on Ships 
ee inet, in wool or metal tal 
t care is taken in and casing Powder for export. 
Also, Manufacturers an etors of the Smith Electric Ma- 

chine for exploding mines, a sub-marine blasts, etc. 

Address P.O, Box 2808, N. Y. 
Ww. CONARD, (late Chief of Paymaster’s Division 
4th Auditor’s Office,) 
Accountant and Claim Agent. 
NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 


Prize Money, Bounty, Pensions, Back Pay, etc. 
All kinds of business promptly attended to for moderate 
eaarges.—P. O. Box 612. 


Office, 1497 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


[™PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 
Great Reduction of Terms in the Spteciet 
Academy of the Visita 
near Wheeling, W, V ow. a 


At Mount de Chantral 
Board and ie! in the entire French 

Bed and g, Washing and Mending, Lights sand 

Faci, Stationers ‘and Doctor’s Fees, per annum 
Piano Lesson Pnccccccscccccccegseccgees csc cace 

Even more favorable terms omer be made, where two or more 

sisterss:mu)taneously attend theschool. For further particulars, 
spply for the Prospectus of the ae 


REFERENCES BY SPECIAL AG) 
‘jeneral Sherman, U. S. Arm Army, oat lady, W 


Admiral David D. Porter, U. 8. 
General G. G. Meade, U. 8. Army, rah 


Arm: 
Grabam, U. 8. Arm 
eral &. D | 





, 


RIDGE Powder made ie to any desir 

or metal packages of 100 Ibs. or lees 
ping oak of all grades an 

8. 











Washington, D.C. ; 
Te? 
ene: 
Paimer U. 8. Arey, 
‘U. 8. Army. 
Mrs. Admiral 
Sturges, U. 8. 





ugton, D.C. 





Tue Archbishop ot Canterbury has sanctioned a 
** Special Service of Intercession for those at Sea,” 
both passengers and seamen, in accordance with the 
Acts of Unitormity Amendment Act, 1872, to be used 
in churches in stormy weather, after the ‘customary 
services. 


“A PAPER recently read by Commodore Parker, at 
the United States Naval Institute bears,” says the Pall 
Mali Gazette, “indirectly strong testimony to the fact 
that the German leading idea on torpedo warfare, 
the use of low, light boats specially built to carry 
these engines, is more suited to the a than the 
fitting of large steamers of an or type with 

torpedo outri as has been so a ." this 
country as well as in America. The commodore dis- 
cussed freely the experiments made last autumn b 
the fleet assembled on the Florida coast under Ad- 
miral Case, and declared that such vessels as the 
Wabash, Franklin, Colorado, and other old wooden 
trigates, ‘looked warlike and formidable with their 
powerful batteries as artillery ships, but their booms 
rigged out for torpedoes were simply ridiculous.’ 
As to the argument used to favor the practice in the 
official report, that these ships might surprise and 
destroy ps aor of superior strength at anchor by this 
means, the pee eT eg — that men-of-war 
cannot be surpri y  < es moving slowl 
and that in any such w the advantage woul 
lie with the defence, the vessel anchored being able 
to surround herself with a cordon of floating torpe- 
psc or of to matoaen certain to arrest any 

ant. ‘The proper way,’ be concludes, ‘to 
attack vessels lying at} anchor is with small boats 
fitted with torpedoes, as Cushing did the Albemarle,’ 
If in this rule for ‘ vessels | ing at anchor’ be read 
blockading fleets, and ‘small boats’ small 
steamers, the commodore’s view may be taken as 
exactly approving the construction of the experi- 
men’ res See cee wee German use in 








the Baltic and North Sea 
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THE ARMY AND THE POLITICAL SITUATION. 


HE absence of Mr. Wutr.er, of New York, as 
a member of the Louisiana committee of .in- 
quiry, has delayed the consideration by Congress of 
the Army Appropriation bill, which is in bis hands. 
It is safe to anticipate that its calling up will arouse 
vigorous discussion which may delay, but cannot 
prevent its passage. The consideration of the bill 
will, of course, open up for debate the whole subject 
of “military interference,” and we may expect ex- 
pressions of dissatisfaction from the Demiocratic side. 
Yet we do not believe that there is any real hostility 
to the. Army among these gentlemen. If it 
so chance that a Democratic Administration come 
into power at Washington in 1877, the value and 
necessity of the Army would be just 2s apparent toit as 
they are now to General Grant. The best thought 
of the country favors the Army, certainly within the 
present narrow limits of the Service. Whatever 
politicians may say for effect, and in the heat of de- 
bate and.a violent partisan spirit, they yet know 
that the Army is not the ally of any system of poli- 
tical views whatever, nor bent on propagating any 
of its own, that it has no disposition to meddle in 
the political affairs of States or individuals, that it 
does its work thoroughly and conscientiously, 
that the work 1s one necessary to be performed, and 
that the habit of strict obedience to authority which 
is its characteristic is a valuable quality to any 
party in power. 

Yet we anticipate, as we have said, reading be- 
tween now and the next Presidential election, hap- 
pily without serious alarm, very savage and very 
unjust aspersions of the military Service. But the 
country cannot spare the Army, nor is there any 
popular fceling against it. Even the South, when 
the good time of its complete material and political 
recovery is reached, will bear no revengeful teelings 
against the Army,which has for it only the friendliest 
regard and the respect which gallantry wins from 
soldiers, even when it has been displayed on an op- 
posite side. The call which the Alumni Association 
of West Point issued to graduates, to assemble with 
them, without regard to the fact whether they 
served with the Union or the Confederate armies; 
expressed the true military sentiment. We are glad 
to know that its effect upon the South was a happy 
one. General Burnsipe, in a brief speech from 
which we quote this week, spoke of the natural 
alarm of some people at the large number of ex- 
officers of the Confederate army recently elected to 
Congress, and said he did not share it. Neither 
do we. For our part, we should have much less fear 
of such soldiers than of pure politicians from the 
South, who had evaded the military service. . The 
white people of the South, in choosing as their re- 
presentatives these ex-officers, selected the men who 
were really most deserving of their confidence, and, 
as General BURNSIDE says, having once given their 
paroles of honor, there need be no fear that these will 
violate them. They accepted the arbitrament of war 
and with it the adverse decision. That they will 
carry to Congress political theories widely dit- 
ferent from those for which they fought is not to be 





and to work for their supremacy in the country, in 
all peaceful and constitutional ways. We believe 
they will not act as obstructionists to any necessary 
national institution, or be the active enemies of the 
Army. Yet that the next ten years are likely to be 
troublous ones in the country may pretty safely be 
assumed. It may take a generation to settle the 
social and political difficulties of the South, and 
until they are settled, the seeds of bitter partisan 
controversy and reproach, and possibly of dangerous 
social ferment, will be present. One fact is certain, 
and we cannot state it better than in the words of 
Senator ConkLine in his recent speech on the Louis- 
iana troubles: ‘“‘ No party can live that stands in the 
way of the prosperity of the South.” It is encourag- 
ing, too, to hear a gentleman so p‘ominent in the 
Republican party—the New York Zimes says that 
the President and he together constitute its leaders 
—make this further confident declaration: ‘The 
Republican party has not an aspiration, an attribute, 
a conviction, a prejudice, a prayer, which would not 
be outraged by hostility to anything which would 
really tranquillize the South.” 

We do not need to say that the Army heartily 
shares such feelings as those we have quoted. The 
service of officers in the South has not usually been 
a delightful one, nor their social intercourse with the 
Southern people always satisfactory, but if they have 
not gained the affection, which was scarcely to be 
expected, of the communities in which they have 
been stationed, they bave not failed to secure their 
respect. Intelligent officers are well aware that the 
difficulties at the South result from the process of 
assimilation which is going on there, pending the 
definite formation of what will be substantially a 
new society controlled by new ideas. This process of 
assimilation is necessarily a slow one, and taxes 
the patience of the observer, but that it will even- 
tuate in a social order in harmony with the national 
unity, we do not doubt. Patience, forbearance, and 
careful self-restraint are the qualities requisite in the 
case of officers in the South. They are placed 
between two fires, a large and powerful party 
quick to take advantage of any indiscretion, and to 
resent any interference with civil affairs, and another 
large party, eager to maintain its supremacy, de- 
manding the jealous protection of the rights of the 
negroes. Meantime the whites of the South struggle 
for political power, and regard with suspicion the 
presence of the Army as an obstacle to their success. 
It behooves the officers therefore to govern their 
conduct with the utmost caution, to avoid taking 
avy individual part in politics, to refrain from pro- 
phesies as to the political future, and any expressions 
of personal sympathy with either of the conflicting 
sets of ideas or races or parties. 








A LATE‘article in the New York Times comments 
on Colonel Lona, the distinguished young American 
officer in the service of the Khedive, with a tendency 
to unnecessary detraction from the value of his 
services. Of course, to detract from Lone is to ex- 
alt Baxer, his predecessor in the same field; and, 
accordingly, the erticle in question insists that 
Baker did all the real work, and that Lone merely 
followed in the same track, whence all the difficulties 
had been removed by BakeR. The Times also casts 
discredit upon the story that M’resz, King of 
Uganda, executed several prisoners as a mark of 
honor to his guest, on welcoming him to his palace 
(or hut). This incident is recounted by Lone him- 
self, and while it is certainly very startling, we 
must remember that many stories just as strange 
have been told by African travellers, to be proved 
true by subsequent visitors. Tue instances of BRUCE 
and Du Cuar1Lv are both familiar. 

While it is an ungracious task for us to exalt any 
one man at the expense of another, it must be al- 
lowed by a candid enquirer that Lone and Baker, 
when contrasted, are seen to be very different men, 
the difference being in favor of the former. All we 
know uf BaxeRr’s expedition we know from his own 
account, which confesses to a virtual failure to ac- 
complish anything of any value, though provided 
with a full brigade of troops. Sir SAMUEL, on his 
own showing, allowed himself to be cheated with his 
eyes wide open, by Apu Saoop and Kapa Réaa, 

the latter a most contemptible scoundrel, on the ac- 
count of Sir SamuEL bimeelf. His escape, with more 
than a company of troops, from Kapa R&ea, was 








| expected. But they have the right to entertain them 
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only accomplished after heavy loss, and the moral 
result of the whole transaction was decidedly in favor 
of the savage. At the last moment, the English 
Pasha was glad to accept the alliance of Rronea, the 
great enemy of Kasspa R&ea, but for whose help 
BakER must have fared badly. What Baker with 
a whole brigade failed to do—to make his way to 
M’reszE, Lone accomplished with only two men. 
With those two men he gave Kapsa Réca what 
Baker failed to do, a complete thrashing. Any un- 
derrating of Lona’s great work only serves to be- 
little that of his predecessor, and Lona’s story is told 
for him by his superior officer in better words than 
any that a modest officer could say of himself. 


Ministry oF War, BUREAU OF THE CHIEP OF mt 
Catro, November 16, 1874. 
General Order No. 18: 

Lieutenant Colonel Long, of the General Staff, while on the 
expedition to Lake Albert, was attacked by 400 armed men, 
enemies of the Khedive. With but two soldiers he resisted the 
attack of the entire troop, and inflicted on it a loss of eighty-two 
men. 

For this excellent feat of arms, and that he has acquitted him- 
self so heroically, notwithstanding great difficulties in his mis- 
sion to the Uganda country, his Highness, the Khedive, is pleased 
to name Lieutenant-Colonel Long to the grade of Colonel of the 
General Staff. 

By order of his Highness, the Prince. 

Stone, Chief of the General Staff. 








LIEUTENANT VERY, U. 8. Navy, has lately. added 
to our naval literature one of those thoughtful and 
practical papers which show that our officers only 
need encouragement to write as well as their brethren 
of the English professional associations, and as 
soundly. The subject of Lieutenant Very’s paper 
is an improvement on the system of land attacks for 
naval brigades, by making the boat’s crew of twenty- 
one men the unit of organization, to be called a 
‘‘ platoon” instead of the ship’screw or detachment as 
at present. He illustrates the defects of the present 
system very appositely by the instances of Fort 
Fisher and the Corea. The great edvantages of the 
platoon unit are found in night attacks and hurried 
rushes. 

Commander Wriiurams’ night attack on Fort 
Sumter, he gives as an instance of a hurried rush, 
and proceeds to explain that the only system in the 
manceuyre was that the boats’ crews should land, 
and, as it were, back up the officers in the attack; 
but in order to do this, the men should have been 
exercised together before, sufficiently to give each 
boats’ crew a certain confidence in its own compact- 
ness. “I donot imply,” he continues, “ that they 
should have stopped to go through a military forma- 
tion, but the mere habit of drilling togetiier would 
have kept them from scattering, and given tlem 
some fixed idea of how the thing was to be done, in- 
stead of leaving each man to work for himself, out 
of his element, and naturally seeking some one to go 
with. Ina rush in the dark, such as that was, no 
body of men can do anything unless they get to- 
gecher, and have some idea of how to keep together. 
At Fort Fisher, there was plenty of time for forma- 
tion, but, owing to the want of an established sys- 
tem, when the cliarge came, the men became inex- 
tricably entangled, because the initial bodies were 
too large. Ifa ship’s detachment had been divided 
into small complete bodies, these bodies would have 
stuck together, and their officers could have handled 
them better, and kept them under control tar easier 
than was the case. There would have been less of 
that cry of ‘Where are the Powhatan’s?’ ‘ Where 
are the Malvern’s?’ etc. And when the rout came, 
I have no doubt that {if officers could have had 
twenty men, instead of sixty, to rally they would, at 
least, have looked better going down the beach. As 
it was, those who went up to and beyond the stock- 
ade belonged to originally small squads, who knew 
each other, and did not get separated, from the sim- 
ple fact that always having been together, they hung 
by each other through almost mere instinct. At tbe 

Corea the same difficulty of large primary divisions 
caused. disorder at the first landing, and it was not un- 
til the men had been straightened out long enough to 
get the hang of a new formation that they were in a 
fit condition to do good service.” 

The platoon system, Lieutenant Very claims, would 
obviate all these difficulties. 





Ar the present time, when “ bayonet rule” and 
“ Federal myrmidons” are the catchwords of politi 
cal effect for some gentlemen whose yearly cry 
has hitherto been “reduce the Army,” it is well to 
notice that sometimes, even in peace, the U. S. Army 


is far from being an unwelcome visitor. In the 
Departments of the Platte, Missouri and Dakota, it 
is not alone protection from the Indians that is fur- 
nished by the “‘myrmidons” aforesaid, but the no 
less substantial benefits of solid food and protection 
from famine have been owing to Army officers by the 
citizens. At the present date, were the Army to be 
withdrawn from those departments, a wail of despair 
would soon be heard from the citizens who doubtless 
are as loud as any in their cries against “military 
despotism” elsewhere. During the past winter, the 
sufferers from the grasshopper devastations in these 
departments have taxed all the resources of the 
Army to supply them with provisioas, and at the 
present writing many officers have been taken 
from their “appropriate military duties” solely to 
furnish relief to the thousands of sufferers from the 
grasshopper famine. In the same Gulf States that 
have lately been the pretext for so much abuse of 
the Army, it is the Engineer officers of that same 
Army that are relied on to solve the problems of 
easy entrance to the Mississippi. While political 
antagonism is safe to exploit and magnify all the evil 
that can possibiy be said of the Army, it is but sel- 
dom that a word of thanksis heard from any one for 
the self-sacrificing efforts for good of hundreds of offi- 
cers and scldiers all over the United States terri- 
tories, whose work is so silently and efficiently done. 
Were that Army to be abolished to-day, the mere 
money value of its past services would soon make 
itself felt in the increased expenditures necessary for 
many other purposes, In the very matter of the 
distributions for the Nebraska sufferers, a comparison 
of the work done by Army officers, with the similar 
labors in the same departments of Indian agents for 
Indians, will reveal the disparity. Where the Indian 
agents spend dollars, the Indian receives less than 
fifty cents on an average. Where the Army officers 
distribute supplies, the result has been profusion 
for the former sufferers, the officers receiving no 
benefit Lut the consciousness of duty performed. If 
the people of the United States can purchase faith, 
loyalty and incorruptibility elsewhere, while abo- 
lishing the Army, the experiment may be tried. At 
present the Army and Navy are almost the only 
branches of the public service against which the 
bitterest polical enmity has never ventured to hint a 
shade of corruptibility. 











Tue bill introduced into the House of Represen- 
tatives, by Mr. ARcHER, ‘‘to provide for the ap- 
pointment of a Board of Admiralty and for other 
purposes,” of which we elsewhere give the full text, 
is a measure that will of course provoke strong op- 
position. Itis not at all likely that the bill will 
become law at this session of Congress, and we may 
therefore postpone the discussion which the radical 
changes it authorizes invites, and ultimately will 
make necessary, if it is again introduced, at an earlier 
stage of a Congressional sessicn. ‘The remaining 
days of the present Congress are so few and will be 
so crowded with business that a measure so im- 
portant as this is pretty sure to remain unconsidered. 
The Board of Admiralty, proposed by Mr. ARcHER, 
“to advise and assist the Secretary of the Navy,” 
is to consist of the three senior Line officers; a 
Naval Constructor with the relative rank of captain ; 
a Chief Engineer of the same relative rank; a Line 
officer with the rank of captain, as Secretary of the 
Board—all on the Active List—with the Secretary 
of the Navy as ev-officio President. The province of 
the Board includes everything pertaining to the or- 
ganization of the Department, and the personnel and 
material of the Navy; the detail of officers, the 
charge of the Naval Acauemy, the regulations con- 
cerning ships, yards, and stations (with the Sccreta- 
ry’s approval), the examination and approval of plans 
for ships and steam machinery, and also of all 
contracts, yearly to report its recommendations to the 
Secretary, to regu'ate Courts-maitial, and finally to 
direct and control the Bureaus of the Department, “so 
that the affairs of the Navy shall be administered on 
some well-devised and settled plan, and be carried 
out accordingly.” The attainment of this last end is 
the object sought by the provisions of the bill. It 
practically does away with the Bureau system which 
is open to many and well-founded objections, and 
fixes the responsibility definitely, and this last is as- 


having no other function than that of carrying out 
its directions. Nor is it to be expected that the 
Secretary of the Navy will abdicate without a strug- 
gle his present position of untrammelled director of 
his Department. But, as we have said, we shall not 
now undertake to discuss the bill on its merits. 








Tue libel suit of General WimprFEN against PAUL 
DE CassaGNac has terminated in a verdict for the 
defendant, and General Wiurrren is saddled with 
the costs of the proceeding. This suit was an ex- 
ception to the general rule of French journalistic 
routine. Ordinarily, if a journalist in France 
satirizes a soldier, the latter calls him out and kills 
him. Many years ago, a case of this kind occ 4 
which our readers may remember, in which a French 
editor had to fight a whole regiment of officers, one 
after the other, for an insult to one, the second man 
killing him. This old case of Hyéne, the maitre 
@armes, outraged society so much that the regimental 
system of duelling has since that time gone out of 
fashion. An aggrieved general in France must take 
his chances like other mortals, nowadays; and M. 
CassaGNac has an unfortunate reputation for “ pink- 
ing” his man every time. Consequentl:, General 
WivprFren chose the less dangerous if less glorious 
course of appealing to the law to punish the editor 
who said he was no general, After full discussion of 
the case, the French court has decided against 
Wiprren, thus virtually declaring him to be re- 
sponsible for Sedan and all its disasters. Whether 
this is a fair inference from the testimony, is not for 
us to say, at a distance. It shows that the temper of 
the French is as bitter as ever against any one con- 
cerned in their great day of national humiliation. 








Tue Carlists seem to be having it all their own 
way as far as Spain is concerned. Despite the con- 
stant telegrams of victory from Madrid it is clear 
that the youthful King ALFonso ran into a hornet’s 
nest when he attacked Don Cartos in the North, 
and received a sound thrashing of more or less mag- 
nitude. His brief taste of campaigning has resulted 
in sending him back to Madrid, a sadder and possi- 
bly a wiser young king. In the mean time, however, 
the Carlists make no serious advanees, and the senti- 
ment of Europe is decidedly against them. England, 
if we are to trast the telegrams, has resolved to re- 
cognize ALFonso, and Germany will no doubt lead 
the rest of Europe in the same direction. That the 
Alfonsists are beginning to see that their only hope 
of success lies in embroiling Don Cantos with the 
foreign powers, is evident from Madrid telegrams, - 
accusing the Carlists of firing on foreign vessels, 
Counter telegrams from Paris assure us that Don 
Car.os has raised money in London to carry on the 
war in Spain. Altogether, as in reading most 
Spanish telegrams, we have to wade through oceans 
of fabrications to get at any truth. The only certain 
thing is that the Carlists beat ALFoNnso a week or s0 
ago, and that matters remain in statu quo ever since, 
Foreign interventiop becomes more probable with 
every week of resultless victory, but the sympathy 
of most soldiers will be with Don Cantos for the 
gallant fight he has made against such tremendous 
odds. Still, like Prince Caar.ie in the last century, 
he is probably doomed. 








GEORGE N. Macy, late Brevet Major-General of Vo 
lunteers, died at his residence in Boston, last-Saturday 
night, under peculiarly sad circumstances. He acci- 
dentally fell on Friday afternoon, and a small pistol in 
his breast pocket was og Hy inflicting a wound 
which resulted in his death. e€ was conscious, and 
was deeply mortified at the manner in wi:ich he must 
die. He served through the war and was several 
times wounded, and lost an arm at the Wilderness. 
Since the war he has been Secretary of the Suffolk 
Bank. 








A CORRESPONDENT of the Springfield Republican tells 
the following story: One of the distinguished officers of 
the Army, who died a few years ago immensely rich, was a 
reat poker smpe His luck was equal to his skill, and a 
foge part of his princely fortune was said to be due to his 
success in the game. Being eminently respectable, he was 
healthy, ‘‘ merry,” and temperate —requisites for a first-rate 
player. One night, having discarded four cards and drawn 
a “full hand,” one of his ruined opponents exclaimed, 
“Good God, V——, if you drew toa pair of shoe-strings 
you would get a tan yard.” I have known a party of 
tinguished citizens play poker two days and two nigh 
eating and drinking from trays held by servants. One o 
them was at one time winner of $75,000, but at the close of 
the game the loss and gain was not great, I have often 


come down from the couch of innocence to a 9 o’clock 








cheerfully consent to be mere clerks of the Board, 





suredly in its favor. But the Bureau officers wi'l not W. 


ashington breakfast and found the same 
playing away just as I had left them the nigh 


of men 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Anuy anp Navy Journat does not hold bim- 
self responsible fcr individual expressions of opinion in commu 
nications publist ed under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
names freédom cf discussion consistent with propriety and good 








ARTILLERY SCHOOL. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Sir : Since the establishment of the Artillery School 
in 1867, I have waited in vain to see some mention in 
your paper of the manifest distasteful way in which 
the theoretical instruction of the school is conducted. 
The fvllowing are the four principal heads under 
which are embraced the objectiona)le features re- 
ferred to, viz. : 

« 1st. The system of ‘‘ marks” which obtains. 

2nd. The arrangement of officers according to their 
theoretical proficiency. 

8rd. The public announcement in orders of the rela- 
tive standing of officers. 

4th. The public announcement in orders of officers 
declared deficient in any branch of study. 

The Sage of murks is unnecessary because it is not 
essential in ascertaining or judging of an officer’s capa- 
city as an Artillery officer ; moreover, it is universally 
deprecated by those who are marked, except perhaps 
by a small proportion of each class who naturally 
enough get high marks because they are fresh from 
West Point, and are familiar with the course of s'udy 
at the School. It is also, as a matter of course, sup- 

d to be approved of by the authorities at the 
hool. The system is necessary at West Point for 
the well known reasons that it is the basis which de- 
termines the precedence the cadet shall take in the 
regiment where there may be several of the same class. 
It also determines the particular arm of the Service to 
which he should ‘be assigned. These reasons are 
sufficient for the cadet, for his class-standing is essen- 
tial. They cannot, however, be given to the Artiller 
school student, for his class-standing is not essential. 
And this brings us to the second objectionable feature, 
viz.: ‘*‘ The arrangement of officers of the class ac- 
cording to their asive theoretical abilities,” in other 
words, ‘‘ class-standing.” This is objectionable, and 
should be discouraged, because it invariably results 
that the junior officers who, as a rule, are fresh from 
their West Point text books, take precedence over 
their seniors in rank—(by the term ‘‘ take precedence” 
as here used, is meant that they are declared more 
proficient Artillery officers than their seniors in rank) 
—and this declaration it cannot be denied is entirely 
unnecessary and subversive to discipline, besides vio- 
lating the spirit of that well-known regulation or mili- 
tary custom which discourages the unnecessary cen- 
suring of superiors in the presence of their juniors. 

The tbird objectionable feature, viz.: ‘‘ The public 
announcement in orders of the relative standing of 
ollicers,” only magnifies the objectionable features 
just expressed. It must occur, if it has not already, 
that officers have been publicly declared at the Artil- 
lery school less efficient than those who as their ju- 
niors, they are now, or will be, required by G. O. No 
67 of 1866 as their company commanders, not only 
to instruct, but to actually pass judgment upon and 
criticise their professional efficiency as Artillery 
officers. Surely asystem that involvessuch a manifest 
contradiction is, to say the least, defective. 

The fourth objection, viz.:*‘ The public announce- 
ment in orders of officers declared deficient in any 
branch of study,” is nothing more or less than an un- 
merited reprimand, or at least a public impeachment 
ef an ollicer’s efficiency. Par. 6 of G. O. 99 of 1867, 
provides that ‘‘after final examination each officer 
shall be furnished by the Staft with a certificate setting 
forth his standing and efficiency as an Artillery officer. 
A failure to obtain a satisfactory certificate shall be 
considered a bar to promotion, etc. In point of fact, 
no certificate is given any officer who may be declared 
deficient in any one study (unless by this certificate is 
meant the printed order of relative standing.) So 
much of this paragraph as relates to the ‘‘ bar to pro- 
motion,” it is unnecessary to discuss, seeing it has very 
naturally become a dead letter, so to express it. 

Par. 5, of the same order, provides that the result of 
the annual examination of officers shall be reported to 
the General of the Army, ‘‘setting forth the efficiency 
of each officer.” No provision is made for the public 
denouncing of any officer’s standing or efficiency as an 
Artillery officer, and it is difficult to believe such was 
the intention, for it is generally thought to be an un- 
just and unmerited rebuke, as it visits upon the unfor- 
tunate officer a degree of mortification which the facts 
do not warrant. The fact is not denied that some 
officers may have been justly deprived of a “‘ satisfac- 
tory certificate,” but it it 1s denied that it is either 
right, proper or necessary to make this fact the sub- 
ject of an official public order. The custom is one 
that is diametrically opposed to those higher principles 
of justice which pervades our military system and 
governs our official acts. It is also opposed to the 
ay aoe y of a proper esprit-du-corps. The theory 

advanced that some distinction must be made be- 
tween those who are proficient and those deficient, be- 
cause a warning must be given and examples made to 
inspire others with the required attention to and in- 
terest in their studies and duties as students. Sufficient 
distinction is made between these two classes by the 
report that is ordered made to the General of the Army, 
in par. 5, of G. O. 99, 1867. The dread of being re- 
ported to the genera! as inefficient is enough to en- 
courage the student to a full and conscientions_per- 
formance of his duties both theoretical and practical. 

It is not understood that the term ‘‘standing, as 
used in par. 6, of Orders No. 99, is intended to mean 
the relative standing of each officer with others of his 
class, but rather his standing as an Artillery officer as 


compared with the criterion of proficiency fixed for 





each study. Surely it is possible to determine an 
officer’s standing and efficiency as an Artillery officer 
without expressing his relative standing and efticienc 
with that of other Artillery officers. Officers of Artil- 
lery, like men of all professions, differ widely in their 
respective abilities, and the Artillery, as 2 corps, could 
never be arranged according to the relative abilities of 
its officers, for reasons too well known to even express. 
Why, then, should we have this periodical arrange- 
ment of a part of these officers when such arange- 
ment is productive of no good, but rather much harm, 
besides being unauthorized by law. But on the other 
hand, if rank is to be ignored, let the captains and 
field officers enter the classes to compete with their 
junio:s and with each other, as do the lieutenants. 
What tiink you our respected seniors would say to 
such a proposition as this? Undoubtedly they would 
object, but what reasons for objection could tney pos- 
sibly give which the lieutenants could not with equal 
propriety offer? Why is it any more absurd (as it is 
alleged it would be) to send captains to the Artillery 
school, than it is to send lieutenants there of equal 
service, age and experience? Is the fact of the cap- 
tain’s early promotion to debar the professional im- 
provement claimed to be imparted at the Artillery 
school ? or is it considered less important that the 
“‘ standing and efficiency” of the captain should be 
known than that of the lieutenant. ~ 

1 will not extend this discussion—already, perhaps, 
too prolix—so as to embrace all the corrections that it 
is necessary should be made at the Artillery school, but 
I cannot refrain from touching upon some few points 
as yet unexpressed. In the first place the students at 
the Artillery school should be treated like men, not 
like boys, or like West Point cadets. If they have 
been cadets, they do not fancy the undue revival of 
their cadet-life experience If they have not been 
cadets, they much less appreciate the application of 
the West Point rules at their time of life; not because 
the West Point system is not a good one for cadets, 
but because it is a poor one for officers. The status 
of the cadet and officer are entirely dissimilar. That 
system of instruction must be a defective one that dis- 
regards the ages, experience, etc., of the instructed. 
Look, Mr. Editor, at any of our well-conducted insti 
tutions of learning, as, for instance, our college law 
schools, where information is imparted to men of ma- 
turer age and; experience in the world. How long, I 
ask you, would these schools remain popular if this 
information was Gonveyed 1n a distasteful way ? Lec- 
tures are commended as the most successful means of 
—— Military information, and as such are the 
ordered to be delivered, in G. O. No. 99, at the Artil- 
lery school, and are they so delivered ? I think not. 
It may be that it is claimed to be illegal to require an 
officer to prepare and deliver such lectures. If such 
is the case, why can the student not enter. the same 
objection to his being required to prepare essays, etc. ? 
If such is not the case, why are the lectures not 
delivered as it is ordered they shall be? There is 
nothing in the letter or spirit of the order establishing 
the Artillery school which is believed to encourage 
the adoption of a system of instruction at the school 
which should prove manifestly distasteful to the officers 
who may be sent there as students. Yet such unfortu- 
nately is the case. The authority given to the Artil- 
lery school staff, in G. O. No. 99, “to prepare a 
programme of instruction and code of regulations” for 
the school, vested -at once in that body a prerogative 
which, if rightly used, would inure materially to the 
benefit of the student directly, and to the Artillery as 
a corps indirectly. Furtbermore, authority still exists 
for the correction of any errors that may have been 
committed in the preparation of these regulations, so 
the Artillery have only to blame themselves if the Ar- 
tillery school is an unpopular institution. Will they 
allow it to remain so ? But it is not, perhaps, so sur- 
prising that the rules, e'c., of the school are defective, 
when it is remembered that none of those who made 
these rules have ever been students at the school. 
They cannot, therefore, be expected to appreciate the 
feelings of the student. It seems to be forgotten that 
many of the officers who are sent to the Artillery school 
are those who have been in the Service for over twelve 
years, who have good records for hard service ren- 
dered during the war, who have attained the age of 
over thirty years, and who have, through the force of 
circumstances, been separated from their school books 
for many years—and notwithstanding all this they are 
associated with younger men fresh from thir text 
books, with whom they are expected to successfully 
compete. Is this fair? This discussion might be 
extended into a criticism on the studies pursued at the 
school, showing, for instance, the material good that 
might arise from devoting the time now employed in 
committing the Constitution of the United States to 
memory, to the perusal and study of such a work as 
‘Story on the Constitution ;” but I will not discuss 
this subject. 

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, I would state that in 
writing this letter I have merely endeavored to express 
what is believed to be the general opinion of the 
a of Artillery in regard to the Artillery 
school. , A. 








HINTS ON NAVAL ORGANIZATION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Srr: In a late number of the Army anp Navy 
JOURNAL there was an article upon naval organization 
—a subject admitting of a great variety of opinions, 
and consequent discussions; but which, if conducted 
in a proper spirit, may result in lasting benefit to the 
Navy, and to the country which it represents. 

I would like, through the same medium, to make a 
few remarks upon the same subject; giving further 
chances for discussion, and perhaps showing cause for 
modification ir the pro reform. 





First, let me say that, in my opinion, any changesin 
the present organization should be made with caution, 





and with due consideration for the rights of all con- 
cerned. It would be an act of great injustice, to de- 
prive any one holding what he supposes to be a perma- 
nent position in the Service, of that position. Hence, 
any change or reform which contemplates dispensing 
with any class of incumbents, should be made with 
caution, and introduced gradually, so as to inflict no 
injury upon faithful men, who have served their coun'ry 
mantully, as have nearly all those at present in the 
Navy. foo much stress cannot be laid upon this 
point, although it dees not need much discussion 
among Navy officers, who know too well their unfit- 
ness to contend with men bred to business for a 
livelihood. Existing regulations are hard enough in 
that respect. ‘To force officers out of the Service after 
years of trial, with families upon their hands, for no 
reison except their inability to fill a higher station 
than the one they have filled with honor for many 
years, is certainly harsh treatment. 

First, in regard to the bureaux. It would, in my 
opinion, make a more perfect organization if each 
buresu was self-supporting. The bureaux are theo- 
retically so now; but in practice the system is defec- 
tive. For example, on shipboard, the Ordnance De- 
partment depends upon the Navigation and Equip- 
ment Departments for oil, paint, etc., the Engineers 
upon Equipment for fuel. 

Second, as to our Navy-yards. It is to be hoped 
that whatever party con'rols the country, the Navy- 
yards will at last be disconnected from politics; that 
men will be employed for their fitness only; appro- 
priations so graduated that constant employment can 
be given to a sufficient number of men, to keep the 
Navy in good repair, and a small surplus left for im- 
provements and additions. The small accession of 
trength given to a dominant party by crowding the 
Navy-yards with voters at elections, will not compen- 
sate for the reproach of the act. Political leaders 
therefore may discover the benefit to themselves, if not to 
the country, of running the Navy-yards upon sound 
business principles. 

My next point, I am afraid, will cause the bristles 
down some backs to rise; but let them be assured,I do 
not wish to rub them the wrong way. It is to change 
the présent system of officers’ messes, and start what is 
known as the regimental mess. That is, have but 
one officers’ mess upon the ship. The advantages of 
this system must be apparent to any one who will give 
it careful consideration. It will make the accommo- 
dations of officers much more ample. Instead of 
having half a dozen pantries and storerooms, oue 
would answer for all, and the additional space could 
be used for rooms and offices, the want of which has 
caused no end of trouble aud discomfort in the Service. 
It would enable every. officer to have a room, the lack 
of which should be a just cause for a detachment. It 
would give office room to the Executive, Navigator's 
and other Departments which need such accommoda- 
tion. It would stimulate social intercourse, and tend 
to break down that spirit of Machiavellism which is 
still rampant in the Navy, although so antagonistic to 
modern ieas and civilization. It would enable us to 
have a good steward in place of half a dozen bad 
ones; thereby increasing our lease of life, and bringing 
down the rates of insurance. 

I know there are certain parties who will stand 
aghast at the idea of midshipmen sitting at the table 
with their captain every day; who will have a great 
deal to say about ruin of the Service, discipline, etc., 
but I believe they are not numerous in the Navy of to- 
day. But let me assure any of that class who may 
read these lines, that midshipmen are well fledged now 
when they join ships in active service, and there is no 
propriety in having a nursery on board ship for them. 
And further, the proposed system will not prevent the 
captain taking his meals in his own apariments, or 
having little private dinners with his friends. 

I have now arrived at the delicate part of this sub- 
ject; but as it cannot be avoided, I hope it will be 
received by all in the same spirit it is put forth. The 
question will be asked, i connection with carrying 
out the proposed scheme, what shall be done with 
the warrant officers? My answer is, either take them 
in, or cease to appoint them. If it is asked, how is 
the Service to get along without them? I should 
suggest a complete corps of skilled mechanics, sufli- 
cient in number to fill all the departments requiring 
skilled labor, and compel the ‘‘ brains of the Navy” to 
be the brains. In other words, officers should under- 
stand their duties; so they can direct the mechanical 
force, placed at, their disposal, in the most efficient 
manner. In order that good results may be obtained 
from this proposed organization, more attention must 
be given to specialties. The old saying, that a Jack ef 
all trades is master of none, is as applicable to the 
Navy as elsewhere; therefore, to have a good Ordnance 
officer, some one with good natural mechanical ideas 
should be educated to fill the position, and it is im- 
possible to turn out officers from the Naval School who 
are well versed in everything. ; 

{t appears to me that Ordnance (referring to construc- 
tion, not use in service), and Steam Engineering are so 
near akin, sister branches of engineering, that it would 
be a good plan to amalgamate them to a certain extent, 
and graduate officers at the Academy, as engineers, 
well versed in steam, Ordnance, torpedoes, and 
kindred engineering branches. This would relieve 
line officers of a duty, which I believe most of them 
would be glad to be rid of, unless it is given to them 
as a specialty, and it would form a nucleus for the 
future scientific Corps of the Navy, which will even- 
tually be called for if the Navy is not legislated out of 
existence. ° 

I will not encroach further upon your space by 
attempting an argument upon the advantages of these 
innovations. If they are not self-evident, it is little 
use to waste logic upon them. 

In conclusion, I will say a word upon Navy govern- 
ment in general. Strauss says, speaking of the advance 





of civilization, its emergence from barbarism and 
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advance in knowledge: ‘‘ First we had customs, next 
laws, and finally a code of duties.” There is food for 
reflection for Navy people in those few words, and it 
is well to ask ourselves, what is our present stage? 
We hear the customs of the Service quoted at the pre- 
sent time, a dozen times to the laws once. We havea 
so called code of duties or regulations, but so badly 
designed that it is difficult, if not impossible, to live up 
to them; but still they show a glimmer of advancement. 
If we would have a well governed, ard well regu- 
lated Navy, we must have a new code of duties, clear 
of contradictions based upon law, according te modern 
principles of justice and equal rights. This accom- 
plished, pay equalized according to rank, a few 
parallel changes, and the Navy will be happy. 
December 26, 1874. ADVANCE. 








THE SOLDIER’S RATION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal : 


Sir: Believing the subject of feeding the soldier to 
be one of extraordinary importance to the Army, 
I desire to call the attention of all its friends to existing 
facts with regard to the manner, generally practised, 
of cooking the soldier’s ration. The fact is obvious, 
that the enlisted men now in the U. 8. Army, as a body 
(we respect the exceptions), are of the needy and un- 
influential class, for whom to oluain a buarding place 
is the paramount object of life. To be well taken 
care of in this respect especially, is the principal in- 
ducement accepted by them as a reason for enlisting. 
That they find themselves disappointe.l in their, hopes 
is proven by the record of desertions, and made evi- 
dent by the fact that most men spend the bulk of their 
pay in the purchase of victuals of some kind to satisfy 
the craving of an appetite no proper provision is made 
to appease. That there are companies stationed at 
posts favorably located or exceptionally well com- 
manded, who do not experience the disadvantages of 
a bungling system of feeding, and that there are men 
who by reason of extra duty pay, as officers’ servants 
or mechanics, live well and save money, is nc refuta- 
tion of the charge that the present system of ‘‘ board- 
ing” the soldier is totally unsatisfactory; for if other- 
wise, why does almost every soldier long for a ‘‘ square 
meal,” as something only obtained whilst on furlough 
or at his own expense, or who has not seen a soldier, 
that next to a thirst for whiskey, does not long for 
something to eat? ; 

When it is considered that to feed the soldier well is 
the main condition which attaches the United States 
soldier to his colors; that to do this, absqlutely, not a 
single dollar nor any addition to his ration is required; 
that the great desideratum of almost cntirely stopping 
desertions could be obtained by a simple remedy 
within the power of the War Department to apply, it 
seems plain that nothing is in the way of effecting a 
reform but the will of those able to etfect it. To in- 
vite their attention to the necessity for reform, I will 
attempt to establish the following propositions: 

ist. The ration as cooked and served to the soldier 
at the mess table, is insuflicient in quantity and objec- 
tionable in quality. , 

2d. The cooking of the ration as generally prac- 
tised, is wretched and injurious to the soldier’s health. 

3d. The ration is diminished in quantity by waste 
caused by the ignorance of those charged with cooking 
the same. i 

The first. proposition is casily met by the fact in 
daily evidence that the bulk of the men’s pay is spent 
by them’in the purchase of canned fruits and other 
provisions from the sutler, which the soldier greedily 
devours, often to the positive injury to his health in 
consequence of the indigestible nature of the canned 
compounds ‘‘ authorized to be sold to him,” and always 
eaten in addition to his regular meals served-to him at 
the mess table. Few, if any civilians would, after 
being supplied with meals sufficient in quantity and 
accepiable in quality, betake themselves to the grocer, 
and, in addition to sufficient and acceptable meals, 
stuff themselves with canned lobsters, preserved fruits, 
evc., etc. 

The truth of the second proposition is brought home 
to every one who recognizes or is sufficiently intelli- 
gent and educated to appreciate the merits of a good 
cook, Who in civil life would think of permitting 
his raw victuals to be prepared by a person disinclined 
to cook, or made to do so by force, and who, in 
addition, by his own confession, is utterly ignorant of 
all knowledge of cooking? No man in his sound 
senses would voluntarily turn over his provisions to a 
person who positively declares that he never cooked 
80 much as a potato all his life, or would in spite of 
these objections force that person to cook for him and 
then eat meals so cooked. This is precisely what every 
soldier has to submit to. Every private in a company, 
without regard io his qualifications, is compelled to 
take his turn, being detailed for that delicate duty with 
as little consideration as that which dictates the detail 
of a room orderly or whitewasher. Can the result of 
his cooking be other than beastly and injurious to the 
soldier’s health? If the principle now followed is 
correct, why not make every soldier take his turn as 
company tailor, give him cloth, needle and thread, and 
then compel the other men of the company to wear 
the clothes made by him detailed for that duty in his 
— turn, ; 

_it is presumed that when the ration was first estab- 
lished, the supposition was entertained that with skilful 
management and proper economy, the allowances 
would be sufficient in quantity, and would admit of 
preparation in many ways to furnish the necessary 
variety and be made palatable. If this is the spirit of 
the law, it is certainly not carried out by appointing 
any ignorant, careless, and irresponsible man that 
never cooked anything all his life, to ‘‘ skilfully’ 

manage, economize, and prepare in many ways,” so 
4s to produce ‘‘a necessary and palatable variety.” 

With a proper and skilful preparation of fresh 











meat, an absolutely dainty meal can be produced, as is 
well understood by real cooks. Such a one would, for 
example, put the meat in a boiler, meat and bones, 
both cut into moderately small pieces, then add the 
water and let the whole boil, avd then simmer for 
hours over a slow fire, taking care not to add a single 
drop of water during the operation. When sufficientl 
done, all the nourishment contained in the bones will 
have been extracted, and the meat, having contributed 
toward a guod soup, will be palatably cooked. Some 
vegetables will have been added for the purpose of 
flavoring, and the soup, if not already thickened by a 
little pearl batley or rice, may be thickened by the 
addition of a few handsful of flour properly added. 
The meat with some of-the vegetable broth may be 
served as a stew, or with a gravy that a cook knows 
how to inexpensively prepare. 

This is to show what might be done ; now let us see 
how it is done. 

The unwilling soldier, who obeys his order to 
‘*cook” the same as he would any order, according to 
the Ar.icles of Wa1r—whether to march up to the can- 
non’s mouth, to sweep a stable, or to balance himself 
on one leg, whatever it might be—of course obeys this 
o1d«r as well as any other, to the best of his ability. 
He throws the meat in sizeable. chunks into his pot, 
fils up witn water, stars a furious fire—fuel is no 
object—and then lights his pipe. After a while he 
plunges a long fork into his pot, and if he can with- 
draw it without serious resistance on the part of the 
tough meat he says: ‘‘ The dinner is ready.” Has too 
much of the water boiled away ; he dashes in a gallon 
or two of cold or hot water, whatever kind may be 
handy, no mattcr whether cold water may have the 
eflect of suddenly stopping the boiling of the meat and 
converting it into leather; he neither knows nor cares, 
so long as he has enough fluid or ‘“‘soup” to go 
around. 

Is there any regulation now in force or practised 
which prevents this style of cooking a dinner in the 
Army ? 

None but thoze having a know!edge of cooking can 
realiz2 tiie anxious’care with which the heat is to be 
regulated, the skimming to be done, punctuality as to 
time observed in making the necessary addition to the 
contents of the pot when on the fire, and the general 
solicitude generally displayed by cooks as to the suc- 
cess of the work on hand. 

There is no waste ; the bones now thrown away as 
useless can by proper treatment be converted into a 
rich jelly ; coffee, instead of the black fluid now dis- 
pensed, could be made to equal the coffee now fur- 
nished in any ordinary hotel; rice or beans in the 
hands of “cooks”, would speedily furnish the nutri- 
ment now cooked to waste; fat, flour, and dried ap- 
ples could be easily converted into pies; potatoes, 
instead of being boiled sodden in the skin, might be 
peeled, then boiled and served mashed or plain ; rice 
aud bread puddings could be made, and sufficient suet 
saved from the fresh meat ration to furnish a suet 
pudding at least once a week. But to produce all this 
a ‘* cook” is required, one that has a full knowledge of 
his profession, and who should, moreover, understand 
something of chemistry as xpp!icable to hygiene and 
the kitchen. Independent, however, of this know- 
ledge, cooking requires close attention to its business, 
and unremitting hard work, each meal being a task, 
and the successful result the pride of the cook. The 
bardest work performed by a soldier ‘‘under orders” to 
cook is generally that of polishing the tin or brass of 
the boiler and range for the inspection of the officer of 
the day, or oiher officer detailed to ‘‘inspect the 
kitchev.” The stove and fire ere left to do the ‘‘ cook- 
ing,” which process tbe soldier calmly watches 
stretched on a bench smoking Lis pipe. 

Assuming it to be conceded that the object herein 
discussed is of vital importance to the Army, why not 
train cooks for distribution to companies, the same as 
drummers, fifers or buglers are trained at the General 


! Recruiting rendezvous ? 


Good cooking as a promoter and a preserver of 
health is assuredly of greater importance than good 
drumming, and where a company is entitled to two 
buglers, it ceriainly ought to have one cook, even 
allowing that a well-sounded reveille is more pleasing 
to the average soldier than a well-cooked breakfast. 

The expense of hiring an instructor of cooks is 
mercly nominal ; the instruction of soldiers for duty 
as cooks migat be undér regulations from the Subsist- 
ence Department, and, when properly instructed, such 
men might rank as non-commissioned officers, or di- 
vidcd into classes, in order to induce them to compete 
by capacity or honest management for promotion to a 
higher class. 

Where it is in the power of the War Department to 
make so radical a reform for the better without. in- 
fringing upon the policy of making the Army unattrac- 
tive to an undesirable element of our population, and 
without calling upon Congress for additional appro- 
priations for the purpose, an investigation at least into 
the merits of the case might reasonably be expected. 

Any reform, of whatever degree, in the manner of 
preparing the ration as now allowed, would be wel- 
comed with delight by every soldierintheArmy. §, 








THE AUTHOR OF ‘‘ THE SEA.” 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Srr: The ArMy AND Navy Journal of January 9 
has reached me to-day. I am surprised at the unblush- 
ing eftrontery of “ W. B. W.” who in alluding to Mr. 
Byers’ ‘‘ Extract,” entitled ‘‘ The Sea,” calmly states, 
and with no reason for so doing, that he does “ not 
believe that the person who sent it was the author, for 
several reasons,” which he states in a confused sort of 
way, and which ‘reasons’ do not in any degree 
prove the truth of his statement I merely wish to 
state that which I know to be a fact; not to make 
any remarks.on Mr. Byers’ mutilated ‘‘ Extract,” 
which, if it has gained in W. B. W.’s estimation 





by his additions, has in mine, and I doubt not in 
the estimation _of many other lovers of true poetry, lost 
much of the force and pathos of the original. 

I was living in Zurich at the time Mr. Byers wrcte 
these lines. They were suggested to him upon talking 
with my brother, who was at that time visiting my 
family in Zurich, and whose love of the sea would 
not aon him to remain longer in a quiet inland town. 
Mr. Byers having written the lines handed them to my 
mother, and upon her expressing her admiration of 
them, he told her that ‘she might send them to the 
Army anp Navy Journat, if she wished.: But I 
think he sent them himself. Any one who has lived 
fora time in Zurich, and has known Mr. Byers as I and 
my family have known him, can bear testimony to his 
great trutb, and his faithful and untiring devotion to 
Americans and their interests, and permit me to say, 
that asI read ‘‘ W. B. W.’s” statement, I felt justly 
indignant, it being the first time that I ever under any 
circumstances have known of the slightest doubt being 
cast upon tbe honor of this noble and honorable man. 
Mr. Byers could if he chose enrich your journal*with 
many other pieces as beautiful as this ‘ Extract; but 
if they are to be subjected to ‘‘W. B. W.’s” amend- 
ments and marginal notes, if they are to be garbled and 
cut to pieces and lose their individuality, I doubt if 
Mr. Byers would consider it worth while to send any- 
thing more. I meta lady from Zurich a short time 
ago, who in speaking of Mr. Byers’ Jasi play, said that 
the parts she had heard were as gy me as any 
published play she had ever read. Hoping that you 
will give my letter a place in your journal, 

lam yours, etc., % 

Paris, January 31, 1875. 

{Our correspondent writes with a de sree of heat which is per - 
haps natural under the circumstances. We are surc, however, that 
W. B. W. will be gratified to know of the author of a poem which 
impressed him so deeply, and to recognize his right to express 
himeelf in his own way. We trust that Mr. Byers will gratify 
our readers with others of his poems.—Ep1ToR}. 


B. C. 








FACILITIES FOR BATHING. 


10 the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sie: I find in your issue for January 2, an article 
headed ‘‘ Soldiering in the Olden Time,” which treats 
of cleanliness, etc. Well, we are not much ahead of 
those times ourselves, methinks, in the U. 8S. Army. 

I have served for the period of twenty-one years in 
the Cavairy branch of the Service, and have never 
been stationed at one post during that time where a 
bath-house had been provided for the enlisted men, 
except one that I myself built for the company I com- 
mand. ‘The lumber for the purpose was presented to 
me bya citizen who had formerly owned a saw-mill 
near the garrison; and the post quartermaster, who 
kindly loaned me a team to haul the material, was 
threatened with arrest by the post commander for so 
doing. This military post has becn established eight 
years, is garrisoned by three companies, and the only 
bath-house here is the one I bave mentioned, provided 
in opposition to the will of the authorities almost. 

The creek on which the post is situated is scarcely 
four feet wide, and sinks into mere holes during the 
summer. The nearest stream besides is distant twelve 
miles. 

We lately .expended 25,000 feet of lumber in 
damming this creek, in order to procure ice, and also 
good drinking water; but in cutting for the former this 
winter a stench arose from the water that would 
staggera Government mule. The post trader’s whiskey, 
however, somewhat conceals the natural taste of the 
dam water, so we are ever beholden to private enter- 
prise for that. First Cavaury, 

Camp Harney, January 26, 1875. 








NAVAL LEGISLATION, 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal ; 

Sir: The article signed ‘‘ D. Thimble,” in your issue 
of the 6th inst., calls attention to the apparent desire 
of the Army engineers to get control of certain duties 
heretofore performed by the Navy. Stationary tor- 
pedoes for harbor defence, probably, should be man- 
aged by Army officers. Certainly an effort to get ab- 
solute control of the light-house system is not in very 
good taste, as the duty has always been well per- 
formed by the Navy as far as our co-operation has 
extended. That service has always been cited as 
showing the advantage of having duty performed by 
Service men in preference to civiliansonly. Our light- 
house system has ever been an honor to the country. 
The bill recently introduced by Senator Sargent has 
met only with condemnation from candid end intelli- 
gent men. However I object to the two Services 
bickering about duty and the advantages one has over 
the other in regard to pay, duty, etc. If the two 
Services work together they will find plenty of outside 
opposition to contend with. We have already had too 
much talk between the Services about pay, rank, etc. 
It nearly always results in the one‘which has-been 
most favored being cut down—seldom has equalit 
been established by the complainant being bettered. 
When the Army and Navy work together they have some: 
influence, when they quarrel they have none. A spirit 
of manly rivalry is to be encouraged, but every en- 
deavor to build up one Service at the expense of the 
other should be deprecated. That the Navy has 
naturally the advantage, and will in time be the 
largest and most popular Service is, in my opinion, 
beyond a doubt. if ‘‘D. Thimble” will examine the 
speech of Mr. Archer, delivered December 22, 1874, 
he will find a plan for the better government of the 
Navy there recommended, which is worthy of the 
assistance of his ready wit and able pen. 

: VINDEX. 








Tue number of workmen in Krupp’s foundries at 
Essen, which had already been reduced from 16,000 
to 12,000, is now to be reduced by 4,000 more, 5 
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equalized into six commands of twelve files 
commanded by lieutenants. The line 
P. M., and Major Smith took command at 
le, which was well carried through. The only 
exception was that in the manual, two or three of the file- 
closers ged Ragenste, contrary to par. 189, Infantry 
Tactics. The parade was dismissed, and Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Ryder assumed command during the subsequent drill. 
The battalion was reformed at 8:34, and the drill commenced 
with fours right, as usual. “On left into line” was good. 
Double column of fours was not good, and in changing di- 
rection the column got out of step. it was deployed to the 
left only fairly, the captains not halting their companies till 
just on the elgnmeet instead of yards in rear. The 
second trial of this movement was excellent in every o~— 
the deployment as well as ployment being perfect. - 
panies right wheel was bad, the companies being bowed in 
and out, in every way but a straight line. The wheel into 
line was better. Companies break from the right to march 
to the left was excellent, and the subsequent column of 
fours was formed, without losing distance or crowding, in 
good style. ‘‘To the left” close column of divisions, and 
column of fours from the left, were both fair. In the latter 
break, however, distance and step were both lost. The next 
movement was close column “on the left,” the lett being 
in front. Some little confusion of orders was heard in this 
ee, ons officers thinking that the wheeling and 
dressing should be to the left instead of right; but Captain 
Casey, at the head of the column, knew he was right, and 
stuck to it, and the momentary confusicn died away. me 
column and line movements by fours were all perfect. 

Close column on first division, right iu front, was fair. 
On first division deploy column was marred by the first di- 


oO, i 
three 


‘vision, by a mistake, moving to the left. This was soon 
corrected, however. The same movement, left in front, 
and the deployment, were both excellent. Double column 


was not g' the rear companies falling into some confu- 
sion. The deployment was only fair, the left company 
being very unsteady at support arms. Divisions right 
wheel was poor, the color division being pretty straight, 
the right and left divisions being opposing crescents in 
shape. The march in colum of divisions backwards and 
forwards was poor and unsteady. Colonel Ryder then 
broke from the right by companies, and went five times 
round the room in column of companies, the pet movement 
of the Seventh. The march was good, the only fault being 


in the wheelings. Forming divisions was only fair. Nota 
company halted quick enough before Creating, 
umn of fours was next broken from the right, lost 


step, halted, got it again, and finally wheeled into line with 
considerable gaps., The manual was then executed, when 
two officers forgot themselves at the present arms, but cor- 
rected themselves immediately. The next movements were 
the advance by flank of subdivisions, with the changes con- 
nected therewith. Right of divisions rear into column and 
wheel into line closed the drill, the guides inverting their 
pieces, a corrected therefor. The companies were then 
dismissed. drill was a good one for the first battalion 
drill of the season, and very few regiments in the city 
can show lieutenants as fit to command companies as those 
of the in this drill. The drill was by no means 
as severe as that of the Twelfth, two weeks since, the num- 


ber of eq In numbers, there is no 
com) the three companies of the Seventh being 
wi one-quarter as numerous as the whole Twelfth regi- 
ment. Altogether the Twelfth and Seventh have carried 


off the honors of the arsenal this winter. 

On Tuesday, February 16, Companies D, E, F, and G, 
held their battalion drill, following the same programme as 
that laid out for K, C, and Iin every respect, but not doing 
as well. In the first place, the turn out was much smaller, 
the four companies making only sixty-four files, to the 
seventy-two of the first three. Next, the division was faulty, 
the men being divided into squads of eight files, called by 
courtesy companies. To be sure, this is done by other 
regiments, but the example is a bad orfe, and we did not 
expect it would be followed by a corps with the pretensions 
of the Seventh regiment. Eight files are not fit to be called 
a company, whereas four companies of sixteen files would 
have been sufficient for a good and handsome drill. The 
bad effects of the small fronts were noticeable all through 
the drill, in unsteadiness, loss of step, distance, and general 
want of unity. The equalization was made in the old hum- 
drum style, marching up details to the adjutant, only to 
march them back again to the company next door; and it 
was 8:26 p. m. before the line was formed for dress parade. 
A good deal of amusement was created among the specta- 
tors during this time-honored ceremony, by the different 
methods of the different captains in bringing their compa- 
nies to parade rest, beginning with the stentorian but al- 
most incomprehensible order of the right captain, and 
en with the sharp “ Parade rest,” all in one word and 
snapped out at that, of the left officer. Some gentleman 
carried and ordered “‘ Arms,” some “ Hups,” some ‘“* Hms,” 
and one ‘‘ Ahems.” It might be well to cultivate a little 
pore ope | in this matter at dress parade, as the best of 
friends wi 


as easy to agree on one way of saying ‘‘arms.” The dress 
ade, apart from the orders, was well performed. Major 
ith put the battalion through the manual, which was 
excellent, much better than that of the three companies of 
the previous week. The only manual we ever saw to excel 
it was that of the Second Connecticut at Niantic Camp, last 


year. At charge bayonets, one file-closer nearly forgot him- 
self, but came back in time toa carry. The first sergeants 
at re time indulged in a pleasant little fiction as to 


the presence of eight companies, from Ato H, aad one of 
them turned in at the — cae fay Bey going back, but 
the ceremony was well performed. companies then 
i and the line was reformed for battalion drill, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ryder assuming command, aid putting 
the companies through the same movements as ih pravi- 
ous week’s drill. We shall not enlarge on every moven«., 
contenting ourselves with noting the points of difference. 
In all the “ column of fours” movements, the battalion was 
unsteady, the step being uniformly bad. Not once 
dusing the whole drill did the column of fours get round the 
room without losing step. The wheeling by companies into 
column was fair, into line again uniformly poor, as to dis- 
tance. The officers were slow in dressing, and very fre- 
uently the commandant allowed the line to go, full of gaps. 
nee we heard an officer recommending the men to “‘ spread 


out,” and 
=. One movement, of no use save in a room, was notice- 
able. The battalion in line faced to the right, marched up 
the room, turned to the left, and each company then suc- 
cessively faced to the left and marched down the room, 
making column of companies, which went on right into 
line. movement ——— on a perfectly regular ste? 
and it was not present. Distance was needlessly lost. e 
movespenie te De flank are excellent to perfect men in 
¥ the result showed that the marching was 
i probably from deficiency in squad drill. 


out went the elbows to cover the gaps, but in 


smile at affected pronounciations, and it is just | ¥ 


in the Soplespente of double columns to the flank. Form- 


ing double column of divisions was not so good, the rear 
com es not y= / their complements readily. The 
subdivisions were all very good, and 


movements by flank o: 
the manual as nearly perfect as is often seen. 

Altgether, the Seventh has done well in its first drills of 
the season. If we seem to be unduly severe on small faults, 
it must be remembered that the regiment we are dealing 
with has the reputation of being the best militia organiza- 
tion in the United States, and that small faults commented 
on and corrected are soon for gotten in future perfection. 
The Seventh has many rivals, and in these days it is neces- 
sary to work hard to hold an undisputed championship. 
The Friday drill of Companies A, B, and H will be treated 
of next week. 


Eieutu I nrantry.—This regiment held its drill on Fri- 
day evening, 12th inst., line being formed at 8:25. The 
number of commands were eight of eight files front each, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dow 8. Kittle being in command. The 
evening’s work commenced with a parade, which was toler- 
able precise, excepting the manual, which was not up to 
the mark. The parade was then dismissed and the bat- 
talion supposed to be formed for drill—we say ‘‘ supposed ” 
as the companies did not change their position frum the 
parade formation to reform. ‘‘ Companies right wheel” 
and a march in column of companies, followed by “ right 
forward fours right” and march in column of fours. These 
movements were pot performed as well as we should have 
liked, the step not being uniform and distance poorly kept. 
“By company, fours left”—given when column of fours 
changed direction at end of the room—was well enough 
performed as far as looks was concerned, but as this move- 
ment was repeated several times during the evening both 
by company and division it is necessary for us to remind 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kittle that there are no such orders au- 
thorized in the tactics, though these movements look well 
enough as a mere show. During one of the marches in 
columns of fours, the command “fours right about” was 
given, and in the execution the the third company virtu- 
ally countermarched. ‘‘Column of fours break from right 
to march to the left” was well performed, and the same 
movement breaking from the left was fairly done. After 
these movements, “forward guide centre” was exe- 
cuted very well indeed. Close column on_first divi- 
sion pens in front was also creditably done. This was fol- 
lowed the usual deployment, and reforming of close 
column both on first and fourth divisions. These were ex- 
ecuted with more or less success, the most noticeable faults 
being that there were gaps left in the deployed line, by 
losing of distance, and the markers took their position in 
the wrong places, not being visible once or twice at the de- 
hg pee The next mancuvres were, ‘right of division 
to the rear into column,” and “left into line wheel,” the 
latter being poorly done ; and the commandant of the left 
company gave the command, ‘‘ Support arms,” as in a suc- 
cessive formation. Then followed “left” and “right of 
companies to rear into column,” andthe consequent wheel- 
ing into line. In all the wheelings by companies or divi- 
visions into line the guides, with one exception, inverted 
their pieces, which is wrong. The next movements were 
mostly marching in columns of fours, companies, and divi- 
sions, followed by ‘‘rear open order.” When “ close order ” 
was given, fully one-half of the officers faced about. This 
was twice done. After a few minutes of manual, ‘‘ compa- 
nies break from the right to march to the left” was fairly 
done, but in wheeling into line afterwards, the two centre 
companies advanced entirely beyond the proper place in 
line. “‘On centre dress” was then executed, the guides 
were ordered on the line, but the colors and general guides 
not being ordered, remained in their places. The remain- 
der of the drill was devoted to single and double rank for- 
mations. 

The drill was not a remarkable one for accuracy, but as 
the behavior of the men was excellent, there is every chance 
for them if the officers de their part. The guides should be 
better instructed, and the manual, which was poorly done 
during the evening, should be more practised. We noticed 
that the manual at the first was not executed with the same 
degree of rapidity in one company as it was in another. 
In years gone by this defect would have been remedied by 


placing a — in front of each company or division, 
and this could have been tried with profit at the drill of 
the Eighth. 


TwetrTu Inrantry.—The menage | is the latest corres- 
— about the inter-State Military Match between 
; ompany D of this command, and Company E, First Cali- 
ornia : 

New York, Feb. 2, 1875. 


To Messrs. Bruno, Post, Murray and Nash, of Company E, First 
California N. G.: 

GENTLEMEN : Your favor of December 28 was duly received. 
Herewith we hand you a muster roll of our company, show- 
ing its membership on December Ist last. Also we hand 
‘ou articles of agreement for match, which, if correct and 
satisfactory, please have copied, signed by your committee, 
and return to us. 

Sergeant Wm. C. Reddy, who was on December 1, and is 
yet a member of this company, expects to be commissioned 
as captain of one of the companies in our regiment. Should 
he be so commissioned, will you consent to his ng 
with our team, if desired? When we accepted your chal- 
lenge we didnot anticipate this, but we believe the spirit 
of our understanding to be that any man properly on the 
rolls on December 1, 1874, is — to shoot notwithstand- 
ing he may be subsequently honored with a promotion. 

e hope that the forthcoming match will not only promote 
military rifle practice, but a more intimate acquaintance 
with the most remote of our National Guardsman. Very 


“ee. ; , 

'. B. Smrra Captain, Jonn H. Woop First Sergeant, 

AcHILLEs Woop rgeant, omas J. LAN Private, 

MicwakEt Farv.u Private, Committee Company D. 

. The articles of agreement then follow as below : 

Articles of A ment for a Rifle Match Between Company E, 
First ment Infantry, California N. G., and Company D, 
Twelfth Regiment Infantry, N. G. 8. N. Y. 

Ist. Each comneny to furnish a team of twelve men, from 
the muster roll already furnished each to the other, which 
meno were re; ly enrolled members of the respective 
companies on mber 1, 1874. 

2d. The match shall occur on Saturday, June 26, 1875, the 
California team to shoot at some point at or near San Fran- 
cisco, and to commence firing at 11 o’clock a. m., (San 
Francisco time), the New York team to shoot on N. R. 
Association grounds at Creedmoor, L. I., and to commence 
firing at 2 o’clock Pp. m., (New York time). Each team to 
transmit reeult by telegraph through the pagerens | of the 
— Rifle Association, immediately after completion of 

ng. 





$d. Each man to fire two sighting and seven counting 


to shoot mington military rifle, 1.50 calibre, seventy 
om powder, open military sights, minimum pull of 
rigger six pounds. 

th. The targets, marking and counting, shall be in 
accordance with the rules of the N. RB. Association. 

6th. Each team shall select a judge to superintend the 
doings of each team under this agreement, and they so 
selected may, if they find it necessary or desirable, choose 
a third party to act as umpire, whose decision on any point 
submitted shall be final and binding. 

7th. A tie shall be decided by the highest aggregate at 
longest range ; if still a tie, then the best man of each team 
shall fire a string of seven shots at 500 yards to decide. 

8th. The company represented by the team making the 
greatest aggregate score, shall be declared ‘‘ the Champion 
Rifle Company” of the States of California and New York. 

Subscribed, New York, February 2, 1875. 

H. B. Smiru Captain, Jonn H. Woop First Sergeant, 
AcHILLEs Woop Sergeant, Tuomas J. Doxan Private, 
MicHAEL FarreE.t Private, Committee Company D, Twelfth 
Infantry, N. G. 8. N. Y. 

The comparison of the muster rolls of the two companies 
shows an immense advantage for the Californians, Company 
E, First California, having eighty-nine men to thirty-six of 
Company D, Twelfth New York. The gentlemen of the 
Pacific slope have nearly three times as many men to choose 
from, and es D must make up the odds by practice. 
That the plucky little company will do so, we make no 
doubt, and that the contest will be fair and manly is equally 
certain. The last article of the agreement is the best of 
all, since it shows that neither company intends to claim 
from this contest more than a championship of their own 
States. We trust that the affair may yet terminate in a 
company match, open to all the United States, on some 
common ground, and the near approach of the Centennial 
unavoidably suggests Philadelphia as the proper place 
therefor, in 1876, if not sooner. 


E1euty-FourTH Inrantry.—On Thursday, February 11, 
this regiment drilled at the Arsenal. Eight comyanies 
were present, which would have been equalized into twelve 
files each, but for a difficulty which arose, which renders 
the other details of the drill of minor importance. Owing 
to this difficulty, one of the companies did not drill at all, 
but remained by their stacked arms watching the others, 
and at the, close of the drill were marched to the armory 
and confined as prisoners. It seems that Captain Head, 
the commander of this company (E), refused to allow a 
detail of four files from his company to equalize for drill, 
and that when the files were taken from him, the rest of 
the company stacked arms and refused to drill. Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Beattie, who was in command, took things 
coolly, and the whole affair was managed in such silence 
that the large crowd of spectators present did not realize 
that anything was the matter. Actually, it was flat mutiny, 
but as in most mutinies, there was something to be said in 
favor of the mutineers, though nothing as to their way of 
enforcing or trying to enforce their supposed rights. The 
art played by Colonel Beattie in the matter was in the 
st taste all through. He yielded no point, and enforced 
order with such quiet determination that no disturbance 
was visible. Captain Head was ordered by him to report at 
the armory at a quarter past ten o’clock, and did so ; and the 
company was ordered into arrest to remain there. Some 
foolish friends of the company having determined to try 
to rescue them, the lieutenant-colonel checked any such 
effort by a detail of police. Then the mutineers seem to 
have surrendered, and the officer, having gained his point 
of enforcing submission to lawful authority, remembered 
that the night was arctic, the armory fireless, and remitted 
the confinement after a while, making the captain respon- 
sible for his men. Captain Head, we aze told, displayed an 
— desire to o orders, and when the company 
objected to the detail of four files, called for volunteers, 
who were not forthcoming. He is_ placed in arrest, and 
will be court-martialled. 
All things considered, we are not sorry the question came 
up in its present form, as the principles that underlie it 
have been seethiifg in our militia for a long time past. It 
is due largely to the same volunteer elective system which 
has so long deformed our militia, which proves entirely 
successful in only one regiment in the State of New York, 
and generally unsuccessful in every other. Out of this 
system, as carried on in this one regiment, has risen an ex- 
—- idea of the importance attaching to a captain 
who can at all times muster alarge company. The fumber 
of files, not the perfection of the instruction, has become 
the great pride, and a captain whe has the largest company 
in the regiment aiways brags ten times more than he who 
has the best drilled company of all. We will not say that 
the rule is invariable, but all that we have seen of militia 
regiments leads us to the conclusion that such captains are 
almost always the disturbing elements in a regiment. 
They use to get up their large companies, the arts of the 
demagogue, not of the soldier, and as a consequence gene- 
rally carry the same arts into regimental intercourse, with 
the worst effect. Had Captain Head been a soldier in spirit 
his men would have obeyed him. As it was, his very call 
for volunteers was a confession of weakness encouraging 
the men to refuse obedience. We trust that the full penalty 
of disobedience will be meted out to him, or the results will 
be very noxious,fin encouraging all the factious captains in 
the National Guard to similar action. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH InFANTRY.—On Thursday, February 4, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Huss inspected Company F, of this 
command, at New Rochelle, there being present Captain 
Carville and one commissioned officer, and sixteen non-com- 
missioned officers, rank and file. The turn out was very 
small, as will be perceived, but an improvement on the old 
days of the New Rochelle company, when seven or eight 
men were the utmost that could be mustered. It isa re- 

roach to the viliage of New Rochelle, the oldest settlement 
in Westchester county, and full of the residences of rich 
men—that a proper company of good material cannot be 
raised there. The present one is decidedly in a languish- 
ing condition, and Captain Carville, while a good worker, 
has not met with much success, as far as numbers are con- 
cerned. The appearance of the men, the cleanliness of 
dress and arms, was very good, despite the small numbers 

resent. The books were in good order, and the drill was 
air. It is to be hoped that some measures will be adopted 
to recruit Company F to a respectable staudard. 

Wednesday, February 10, Captain Walcutt’s compan (B) 
was inspected by Colonel Huss. The turnout was elow 
what should be expected in Mount Vernon, the village to 
which it belongs, where other companies are much stronger. 
Only eleven men, two drummers, and taree cfficers could 
be gathered together. The appearance of the few present 
was fair, but not very good, and one man tried to fall in 
without other uniform than a cap. The drill was ate, bes 
not praiseworthy. Altogether, it 1sevident that somethin 
will have to be done with Company B if things do not mend, 





and the shortest way in such cases in militia regiments 1s 
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to disband or consolidate. Weak organizations cost more 
than they are worth. The books of the company were in 
bad order. 

Thursday, February 10, Company E, Captain Coburn, 
was inspected by Colonel Huss. Present three officers, one 
drummer, thirty-four men, and three men who were on the 
sick list, but attended the inspection. The books were in 
the best of order; the appearance of men, uniforms, and 
arms excellent, and the drill every way satisfactory. Alto- 
gether, Company E is a credit to the Twenty-seventh, and 
were there a half dozen more such in the regiment the re- 
sult would be perfect. At present the companies of the 
Twenty-seventh are generally at a stand still. What there 
is in the regiment is in good order, but it needs new blood. 
Some inducements should be offered for recruiting, but 
what those will be is difficult to say, now that the talk in 
the Legislature is of abolishing the $1,000 exemption from 
tax. If something answering the same purpose is substi- 
— all will be well, but recruiting for the N. G. is tough 
work now. 


AMERICAN RiFte AssoctaTion.—This society proposes to 
hold one more 200 yard match at their Mount Vernon 
Range on Washington’s Birthday, beginning at 10a. m. In 
the spring they a to open a new and longer range 
nearer to New York, with two lines of railroad thereto. 
The matchs on the 22d will be one ‘‘ Military,” for National 
Guardsmen in uniform, with military rifles only ; another, 
* Allcomers,” for any rifle within Wimbledon and Creed- 
moor rules—any competitors. Entrance, one dollar to 
each match. There will also be pool matches. All the 
matches will be at two hundred yards, standing. The 
Allcomers Match will have two or three prizes, Sut the 
interest is expected to centre on the Military Match 
which has only one prize. This will be a gold meda 
presented by Brevet Major-General J. Watts de Peyster, 
of the New York National Guard, as a challenge 
medal for military off-hand shooting. It is in the course 
of construction at Tiffany’s, but was presented too 
late to be ready by the 22d. The design, however, 
is settled on, and it will be unique of its kind. If the 
design is completed ready to be photographed in time, a 
certificate will be given to the first winner with a copy of 
the medal in the centre. When completed, the medal will 
be turned over to the first winner, to be held by him till the 
next match, when 1t will be surrendered to the Association 
to be shot for again. After three times winning by the same 
person, it becomes the property of the winner. The win- 
ners will be obliged t2 find sureties in $500 for the return 
of the medal for next match, and the matches will be held 
four times a year, on the public holidays of Washington’s 
Day, Independence Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
When the new range is procured, the De Peyster Match 
will be shot at 300 yards, the utmost limit for off-hand 
shooting. 

The badge or medal is of gold, representing a sun, the 
rays gathered into eight sheaves. On the burnished face 
of the sun-disc is engraved Apollo, drawing his bow from 
the Chariot of the Sun. On one side of the disc stands aa 
Indian, drawing an arrow from his quiver, on the other a 
rifleman. These figures are in alto-relievo on the rays, and 
stand on a base composed of the missile weapons of all 
ages. The whole design is chaste, appropriate, and origi- 
nal, being designed by Captain Whhara Walcutt, of the 
Twenty-seventh regiment, who is also a well-known 
sculptor. 


First BricaADE.—The commissioned officers of the several 
regiments in this brigade will assemble in undress uniform, 
at their respective armories, for theoretical instruction in 
rifle practice, as follows: Twelfth Infantry, Monday, Feb- 
ruary 15; Twenty-second Infantry, Thursday, February 
18 ; Sixty-ninth Infantry, Tuesday, February 23 ; Seventy- 
first Infantry, Thursday, February 25; Seventy-ninth In- 
fantry, Friday, February 26. Captain Henry Fulton, bri- 
gade inspector of rifle practice, will act as instructor under 
the direction of the regimental commanders. Roll will be 
called at 8o0’clock Pp. mM. On and after March 1 the com- 
mandants cf companies in this brigade will devote twenty 
minutes of each weekly drill to position and aiming drill 
as laid down in ‘‘ Wingate’s Manual of Rifle Practice,” an 
on one drill night of each month, instead of the above, one 
hour will be devoted to sand bag and candle practice. 
Monthly reports of these drills will be made to the brigade 
inspector of rifle practice through the regular channels, on 
the first Monday of each month during the drill season, on 
blanks furnished from these headquarters. 

Careful observation having demonstrated that no good 
results can be attained in the ‘‘School of the Company ” 
and ‘School of the Battalion,” with smaller fronts, respec- 
tively, than sixteen and twelve files per company, instruc- 
tion in the above schools is forbidden in this brigade with 
less than the above fronts. For the School of the Company, 
with less than twenty and more than sixteen men present, 
the command will be formed in singlerank. With less than 
sixteen present, exclusive of sergeants, the instruction will 
be confined to the School of the Soldier, or the company 
mays at the discretion of the senior officer present, fall in 
with another company drilling on the same evening, in the 
same regiment. For the School of the Battalion, the num- 
ber of companies will be reduced, or single rank formation 
used, until the fronts present a minimum of twelve files. 

The latter part of these orders is likely to be of excellent 
effect, as setting an example in the First division, which 
may be followed by other brigades therein with advantage. 
Drilling in companies with eight front or less is all vanity 
and vexation of spirit, and we hope that the other brigades 
will follow the lead of the First in abolishing it. 


Army Rirte Practice.—We have received from Company 
D, Twelfth U. 8. Infantry, the record of their target prac- 
tice, with Springfield rifle, cal. 45. Moderate wind, direc- 
tion from right. Thermometer 24 deg.; barometer 25.9. 
Bright sunny morning. Ten rounds per man, at 300 yards, 
standing. Feb. 20,1875. First team, 13 men. Creedmoor 
target: 10 bull’s-eyes, 21 centres, 77 outers, 22 misses. 
Total, 257 points. 

Second team, 11 men, 4 bull’s-eyes, 17 centres, 64 outers, 
25 misses. Total, 105 points. . 

Third team, 13 men, 1 bull’s-eye, 9 centres, 42 outers, 78 
misses. Total, 115 points. 

_The whole company,.15 bull’s-eyes, 47 centres, 183 outers, 
25 misses. Total, 567 points. Best shot, Corporal Drenen, 
10 hits, score 32. Worst shot, only 1 hit, score 2. 


Forty-sEVENTH Inrantry.—The members of this com- 
mand will assemble, in fatigue uniform, at the armory, for 
ill and instruction, as follows: Companies B, G, and F, 
on Monday, February 15, and Tuesday, February 23 ; Com- 
anies D, I, E, K, and A,on Thursday, February 18, and 
Tiday, 26th. Assembly at 8 o’clock Pp. m. These drills 
being ordered for instruction, visitors will not be admitted. 
e following changes are announced: Wm. H. Brownell 
elected major, vice Lewis R. Stegman, resigned. Dis- 
charged by expiration of term of service—Henry C. Swain, 
Eergeant co A; Tyler B. Marsh, Private Company 
E: Joseph Gilbert, Private Company F. 


Sgventy-ninTo Inranrry.—This command assembled in 
fatigue unifo: at the State Arsenal, corner of Seventh 


Avenue and Thirty-fifth street, on Wednesday evening, 


February 17, for instruction and drill, at 8 o'clock. The 
officers and members of Company H were excused from at- 


tending the above battalion drill, on account of the inter- 


rnption of travel on the river. They assembled on the 
above evening, at the same hour, for company drill, at their 
new armory, Port Richmond, Staten Island. 


Firty-FourTH InFantry.—Colonel George A. Begy as- 
sumes command of this regiment as of February 10. fhe 
following named officers are announced as comprising the 
regimental staff: Lieutenant Samuel 8. Eddy, adjutant ; 
Lieutenant Milton H. Smith, quartermaster , Captain Chas. 
C. Meyer, commissary of subsistence, Major Chas, Buck- 
ley, surgeon; Captain Julius Schmitt, assistant surgeon ; 
Captain Henry Anstice, chaplain. 





CHANGES IN THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Tue following named officers have been commissioned in the 
panig a . State of New York, during the month of Jan- 
uary, 1875: 

Inspector-General’s Department—Assistant Insp., Lieutenant- 
Colonel John G. oe. 

Fourth Division—Major Orin C. Frost, A. D. C. 

First Brigade—Major Robert Lennox Belknap, insp. ; Major 
Charles Watrous, engineer. 

Eighth Brigade—Geo. Parker, betgntioe. general. 

Ninth Brigade—Lieut.-Col. John 8. Dickerman, A.A. G. ; Maj. 
Henry C. Littlefield, insp.; Maj. Hiram L. Washburn, Jr., J. A. 

Sixteenth Brigade—Lieut.-Col. Chas. H. Van Brakle, A. A. G. ; 
Maj. Chas. Waite Jr., engineer. 

Separate Troop Cavalry, Twenty-fourth Brigadc-—Henry D. 
Randall, second lieutenant, 

Battalion Artillery, Twenty-fifth Brigade—Henry S. Redman, 
first lieut. ; Robert, Stierly, second lieut. 

Second Battalion—Jas. Doud, second lieut.; First Lieut. 
Frank. H. Read, adjutant ; First Lieut. John Miller,.Q. M. ; Capt, 
Wn, H. Rogers. chaplain ; Major R. E. nergy bony eon. 

Tenth Infantry—Henry F. Dunn, first lieut.; First Lieut. Chas. 
E. Mosely, adjutant. 

Eleventh Infantry—Geo. Gutheil, second lieutenant. 

Twelfth Infantry—Wm. C. Reddy, captain. ; 

Thirteenth Infantry—Geo. E. Stevenson, first lieut. ; Rich. 8. 
Dinsmore, second lieutenant. 

Sixteenth Battalion—Peter E. Remsen, capt.; Eugene Gardner, 
second lieut. : 

Twenty-first Infantry—Michael J. Corcoran, captain ; Jas. Pow- 
ers, first lieut. ; Owen Cook, second lieut. 

‘'wenty-second Infantry—John H. Horsfall, oops. 

Twenty-third Infantry—Jos. G. Story, capt. Francis H. How- 
land, first lieut. 

Twenty-sixth Battalion—Wm. Jamieson, second lieut. 

Forty-seventh Infantry—Wm. H. Brownell, major. 

Forty-eighth Infantry—Geo. A. Begy, colonel; John Mc- 
Grath, second lieut. ; John Ratigau, second lieut. 

Fifty-fourth Infantry—Wm. Zz Winfield, capt.; Dennis A. 
Crowley, second lieut. F. W. Eikart, first lieut.; Jacob Kolb, 
second lieut.; Sam. 8S. Brewer, first lieut.; Clarence D. Van 
Zandt, second lieut. 

Fifty-fifth Infantry—John Peter Hay, first lieut. 

Seventy-ninth Infantry—Ira R. Bamber, first lieut. 

The following resignations in the National Guard, State of 
New York, have been accepted during the same period : 

_ First Battalion—Almar P. Webster, col.; Herman Gissel, sec. 


lieut. 
Fifteenth Battalion—Valentine B. Gunther, first lieut. 
Separate Troop Cavalry—A. H. Schrader, second lieut. ; Chas. 
E. Van Zandt, maj. and inspector. 
Seventh Infantry—John H. Iselin, second lieut. 
Eleventh Infantry—Frederick Koesting, captain. 
Twelfth Infantry—John B, Morse, first lieut. and com. sub. 
Twenty third Infantry—Isaac B. Jacobs, first lieut. 
Fifty-fourth Infantry—Thomas M. Logan, captain. 
Sixty-ninth Infantry—James McIvor, major; John Leddy, 
captain ; Peter Delaney, first licut. 
Seventy-ninth Infantry—Johun J. Shaw, colonel. 
Eighty-fourth Infantry—James Kerr, captain. 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— Tue Eighth holda reception on Monday, 22d. 

— Tue ball of the Eighty-fourth at Irving Hall on Monday, 
{5th inst., was a complete success. ® 

— CoLonEL ScosiE, of the Ontario Rifle Association, visited 
New York this week. 

— Tue Seventy-first drilled at the arsenal on Thursday, and 
hold a reception on Monday, 22d. 

~ Apsutant Lutz, of the Fifth, is going to Philadelphia, and 
has resigned in consequence. We shall all be very sory to lose 
him. 

— Caprain CunisTorer Lutz, of the Thirty-second, one of the 
best marksmen in the National Guard teams, intends to resign. 

— On Monday, 22d, the Obernier Coterie, which is composed 
of the officers of the Twenty-eighth regiment, will enjoy their 
annual promenade and ball at Colonel Burger’s Saenger Hall. 

— Tue Thirty-second regiment march, dedicated to Colonel 
Henry Edw. Roehr, will shortly appear in print. It is composed 
and arranged by Prof. Frederick Schneider, of Brooklyn. 

— Caprain JoHN SCHWEIZER, of the Twenty-eighth, intends to 
turn out his company on Washington's Birthday, and walk over 
the East River. 

— THE libel suit against Major Fred. J. Karcher, the editor of 
the Dutchtowner Boewaehter, has been settled. The injunction 
on the Punch paper of Dutchtown has oven removed, and it will 
again make its usual appearance. 

— Tue Veteran Corps, of the Sixty-ninth, promises te be a 
real veteran corps with war records, not composed simply of 
peaceable merchants, who used to march down Broadway in the 
days of General Taylor. Their veterans are men of war, and 
Father Mooney is to be their chaplain. 

— Art the request of a number of active members of the Forty- 
seventh, Lieutenant-Colonel A. H. Rogers commanding the regi- 
ment, has ordered a series of battalion drills. He also intends 
to follow the example of the Thirty-second and Twenty-third 
by tendering General Woodward, the Inspector-General, a recep- 
tion. 

— Tne Academy of Music has been taken for an entertain- 
ment in aid of the American team for the International Return 
Match, Mr. J. H. Bird furnishes the entertainment (amateur), 
and gives $250 besides. Subscription lists will be circulated, 
and subscribers of $5 will be entitled to two seats. Either 
Grafulla’s or Gillmore’s band will probably furnish the music 

ratis. Mr. Alford, of Remington’s, has taken 500 tickets. 
oney continues to pour in, and the future of the team may be 
said to be secure. The Leech Challenge Shield, generally shot 
for only by Irishmen, will be open to the American team at the 
same time as the International, by the courtesy of Major Leech. 





MASSACHUSETTS, 


First InrANntrY.—The inspection of the First regiment of In- 
fantry was finished on Tuesday evening, February 9, at Boylston 
Hall, with the left wing. This wing is com of Companies 
B, Captain Warner; D, Captain Smith; First Lieutenant 

alsh ; I, Captain Paget, and K, Captain Wade. The inspecting 
officers were Major Bolster, A. I. G.; Captain Frost. . C., 
and Captain Hewins, Eng. of the brigade staff. Owing to the 
severity of the weather the attendance was rather small. The 
companies were inspected in the following order: D, K, F, I, and 
bi The arms were found in excellent condition, those of 
Company D being especially well a The uniforms were in 
about the same condition as those of theright wing. The quality 
of the cloth of which the new uniforms are composed is not so 
good as that from which the old uniforms were made. After in- 
spection, the companies were drilled ay in the manual, 
which was followed by company drill. This was in some respects 
an improvement over the right wing, the men were 8 x 
the setting np was better, but many of the movements were in- 
correctly execnted, In a majority of the companies ¢ 





closers insisted upon passing through when hegre | about by 
fours in qliuma, eevea of the c=: were improperly 
formed ; the step was agrgeneey yyy wy but very few of the 
pivots understood their duties. As in t there was 
a lack of attention to detail. The battalion wi followed 
was a decided improvement over the right wing. The inspec- 
Con Saees with a dress parade, which was good in most re- 
pects. 


8 
Tux following are the changes registered at the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s Office for the week ending Saturday, February 13, H 
Conditional Commissions.— —— Comper pf 
_, oe J. Richardson; First Lieutenant, liam J. 
rooks, 
Appointments.—First Corps of Cadets, First Lieutenant and 
Quartermaster, Charles C. Melcher. 


Br Special Orders No. 13, dated February 12, 1875, 80 much 








of Special Orders No. 11, as directs that Battery A, First Battalion 
Light ge M. V, M., be epee on the inst., is coun- 
termanded. Said battery wiil inspected on Tuesday, March 


9, at 8 o'clock p.m. The order was issued on account of the bat- 
po Arg obliged to turn out on the 22d for the purpose of 
salutes. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Wasuineton Licut Inrantry.—The Washington Light In- 
fantry, of Charlestoa, 8. C., is one of the oldest mili - 
zations in the country. It was organized in 1807. In 1824 it was 
detailed asa special guard of honor to escort Lafayette into 
Charleston. It now has in its custody the flag a oy to it 
by the widow of Colonel Wm, Was , Which he carried 
during the Revolution, and which was known as “ Tarleton’s 
Terror.” In nullification times this company sustained the Gen- 
eral Government. In 1836 they responded promptly to the call 
of the Government for military aid in the protection of St. Au- 
gustine from the Seminoles. During the last war the company 
obeyed the authority of Sonth Carolina, from which State its 
officers held commissions, and formed themselves into three 
companies, one joining the es ieee and the other two 
serving in the Twenty-fifth South Carolina Infantry throughout 
the war. At the close of the war their casualties amounted to 
one hundred and thirteen dead, besides many wounded. Since 
then the survivors have, as citizens, obrerved the terms of capit- 
ulation made by Grant and Lee, Sherman and Johnston. 
they formed a charitable association, through which relief is 
furnished to the widows and orphans of their former comrades. 
The W. L. I. propose to hold a fair from March 30 to April 3 
for advancing the interests of this association. Already the 
militia in several States have signified their intention to extend 
a helping hand to this charity’ In Boston an organization has 
been formed, and promises of liberal subscriptions among the 
military have been made. Cannot the National Guard of New 
York do something’? As at the surrender at Appomatox we 
shared our rations with those who surrendered, so now let us 
see if we cannot do something in the interest of peace and good 
feeling, by extending a helping hand with a kind word to those 
whose valor we learned to respect, and to whom now even a kind 
word is of real value. A small subscription from every company, 
as in Boston, would soon amount to a considerable sum. The 
Boston committee is as follows: and it is worthy of remark, as 
showing the dying of ola animosities, that Major Gaul, one of 
the officers, is a negro, commanding a black battalion. The 
members are: General I. 8. Burrill, first br’ ie ; Colonel B. F. 
Finan, Niath Infantry ; Colonel Henry W. Wilson, First Infan- 
try; Col. Walter pe a Infantry ; Lieut.-Col. E. J. > 
Fifth Infantry ; Major.John H. Robe Battalion Cavalry ; 
Colonel T. ¥. Edmands, First Corps Cadets; Major A. C. Wel- 
lington, Fourth Battalion Infantry; Major D. H. Follett, First 
Battalion Artillery ; Major Lewis Gaul, Second Battalion In- 
fantry ; General S. M. Quincy, General John H. Reed, Hon, Jo- 
siah Quiney Jute George Tyler Bienes, Colonels Chas. W. 
Wilder, Willlam W. Clapp, Francis Boyd, John. R. Hall, and 
John L. Stevenson; Majors Lucius Slade, Andrew G. Smith, 
Ben. Perley Poor, John K. Hall, William C. Otis, and Joseph 
Burnett ; Captains John G. Roberts and James C. Laughton. In 
the absence of Genera! Burrill, the mocting on Saturday evening 
organized with the choice of Major A. C. Wellington as temporary 
chairman, and Captain J. C. Laughton was chosen as ‘ 
Mr. Johu K. Hall, cashler of the National Bank of N. Ameri- 
ca, being chosen treasurer. Mr. Richard Brigge, at corner of 
Washington and School streets, volunteered to receive and care 
for all salable articles sent to him for the table, and then the 
committee adjoudfned until Wednesday nest at 4 P. m., when 
another meeting will be held at the Parker House. Many mili- 
tary gentlemen throughout New England are manifesting an in- 
terest in this fair, and handsome contributions of cash are already 
promised for it. 





| 








Amonest the prizes recently awarded by the 
French Academy ot Sciences, one of 3,000f. was given 
to M. Tancines. The researches of this gentleman 
deserve particular notice. In 1848 he was professor- 
at the School of Naval Artillery at Brest, and there. 
first conceived the idea of separately measurins all 
the elements of the screw propeller, for which pur- 
pose he invented several ingenious instruments, 
which were first tried in a boat and subsequently on 
board the Primanguet steamer of 400-horse power, 
and next on board the man-of-war L’Imperial. The 
tension on the spring for those large engines was 
found to exceed 72,000 kilos. on his rotation dyna- 
mometer. Previous to this invention, lever dyna- 
mometers were used, whilst the pressure on the pis- 
toos as measured by the indicator, but in this way 
the intermediate losses by power due to friction 
could not be measured, nor those pertaining to the 
screw itself, M. Tancines by his instrument affordsa 
means of accounting for the immediate phases of the 
rotation, which by means of another ingenious in- 
strument the impulse produced by the screw on the 
axisof the shaft is traced upon paper. . In this way 
the real resistance of the ship is obtained, whilst the 
result of the two contrary forces, viz., the velocity, is 
measured in the usual manner, and by comparing all 
these numerical data the motion of the vessel and 
everything connected with it may be analysed. Af- 
ter tracing upwards of 4,000 curves representing these 
results, he next proceeded to compare the various 
elements of the screw with each other, viz., its diam- 
eter, thread, pitch, and breadth of wings, by making 
each vary in turn. All these experiments were made 
at his own expense. Very little was known about 
the screw, because its effect was mixed up with those 
of the working of the engine and the resistance of the 
hull through the water. Through his researches the 
pitch of the screw was shortened, oe the strain 
on the engines is considerably lessened, the breadths. 
of the blades reduced by half, and he has proved 
that the greatest diameter compatible with the ves- 
sel’s draught to be the most advantageous. Lastly, 
there was another question which had greatly puzzled 
engineers—that of the resistance of the ship as re~ 
= shape. For the measurement of this element 

Tancines has invented a dynamometer which esti- 

kilogrammes, 





the fle-| mates it in 
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FOREIGN ITEMS. 


Tue Pall Mall Gazette says: “The naval medical 
service officers bave heard, we are told, with some- 
og approaching to dismay, a rumor that the Lords 
of the ‘Treasury have rejected Mr. Ward Hunt’s 
scheme for improving their pay and position in the 
service.” id 

Caprtarn B. Pi, M. P., in a paper read before the 
py. me Society of Arts, “ On the Mercantile Marine 
of Great Britain,” estimated the probable number of 
British seamen at 200,000 whilst the tonnage was 
equal to that of France, Holland, Germany, and the 
United’ States, and put tine number of sailing ships 
at 22,000, and steamers 2,500, the former with a ton- 
nage of 5,300,000, the latter 1,200,000 tons. In the 
sailing ships are employed 150,000 sailors, and in the 
steamers 50,000, and out of the whole 25,000 men 
known to bé foreign sailors. 

Wui et the German army is b2ing rapidly equipped 
with the Mauser rifle, a new breech-loading musket 
devised by a son of Herr von Dreyse, inventor of the 
needle-gun, is being tried in the government grounds 
at Spandau. The new Dreyse rifle is stated to be 
superior in some respects even to the much vaunted 
Mauser. Another and equally important invention 
is that uf a new kind of prismatic powder adapted 
to the German heavy artillery. Its specific weight is 
somewhat greater than that of the ordinary prismatic 
powder (1°69 against 1°65) and its effect so tremen- 
dous that it makes the Prussian 28-centimetre gun a 
match for the English 11-inch cannon. The powder 
mills at Hamm and Hanau have been ordered to 
manufacture large quantities of the new article. 


A .ertTeR from Constantinople states that the 
Grand Vizir Hussein Pasha has just presented his re- 

rt on the state of the Turkish army to the Sultan. 

1om this it appears that the entire strength of this 
army on peace footing is to be 142,874 officers and 
men, and 29,650 horses. This can bé increased to 
199,155 men and 54,532 horses. The artillery con- 
sists of 2,184 field pieces and 84 mitrailleuses. Be- 
sides this there are from 500,000 to 600,000 reserves 
(redifs), so that Turkey could place in the field, if 
necessary, 800,000 regular troops. The Asiatic pro- 
vinces furnish acontingent of 50,000 irregular troops, 
and Albania and Bothnia a considerable number of 
excellent marksmen. The artillery has been reor- 
ganized on the Prussian system, as likewise the ca- 
valry. The French system is, however, in force in the 
infantry, but it is intended shortly to reorganize it on 
the Prussian plan. 


Tue effective strength of the British army on Jan. 
1, 1875, was 178,276. During the year which had 
just elapsed the army received 20,640 recruits, besides 
2,052 who deserted, and 613 absentees from other 
causes, making in all an addition of 23,305. The 
a te loss to the strength during the year was 
23,364 men, which are thus accounted for: Deaths, 
2,011; discharges with pension, 1,854; invalid cases, 
3,996 ; discharges by purchase, 4,753; various 
causes, 3,662; desertion, 5,572; discharges from 
militia, etc., for desertion, 558; for misconduct, 214; 
transfeis to army reserve, 744; net decrease, 59. The 
total number of horses employed on home service on 
Jan, 1 was 14,827, of which number 1,532 were 

ded during 1874. The decrease in the same period 
was 1,591. Of this number 313 died, 1,018 were 
cast, 33 were so'd to officers, and 227 were got rid of 
in other ways. 

_Tue French government has been making some 
important experiments in the breaking up of old 
cast-iron guns with dynamite. These guns abound 
in the coast towns, but the obstacle to their effective 
removal and disposal has been their weight, and 
hence they have been broken up as old metal. - The 
experiments were made by the artillery at Rennes 
and Brest, when, according to the Revue d'Artillerie, 
the weight of the eight guns and mortars experi- 
mented upon amounted to 34,058 kil_grammes, and 
35,472 kilogrammes per ton of dynamite. were used. 
There was a loss of 60 kilogrammes in the breakin 
up, but it is considered that where the personnel an 
the material for the oneration are close at hand 
dynamite offers a cheap and efficacious means for the 
reduction of old iron ordnance into conveniently 
removable fragments. 

Tue Railroad Corps of the Prussian army has been 
having a long practical drill in railroad construction 
in the making of a new railroad from Berlin to the 
new artillery ground at Zozen, a distance of twenty- 
five miles. The barracks of the railway corps are at 
the Berlin end of the line, and they. are to employ it 
for all kinds of experiments and drills in construct- 
ing, destroying and reconstructing railways, as well 
as in working them. This kind of service is of im- 
mense importance in modern warfare, as was found 
during the long struggle in America. The United 
States Army acquired great skill in the art of de- 
stroying railways rapidly ; but it was found extremely 
difficult to make them = | destroyed. Rolling 
stock, ties and bridges could be pretty thoroughly 
spoiled, but rails, which it would have been nearly 
impossible fur the South to replace, were usually 
made available again in a very short time. 

Tue Italian government is about to try an experi- 
ment hitherto new in European armies, if the semi- 

civic force of Switzerland is excepted, and one that 


The Vetterli “ repeating” rifle, which is about to be 
supplied to certain Italian regiments, carries eleven 
reserve charges in acylinder placed like a sort of 
false barrel under the realone. It may be used as an 
ordinary piece, without any reference to this stock 
of extra ammunition, which is then Iccked off; but, 
by moving a simple boltpiece, the trigger will dis- 
charge the whole twelve charges in rapid succession. 
The Swiss officers are said to be well satisfied with 
the practice made by the repeater; but their general 
view is that it is an arm especially suited for troops 
standing on the defensive. One battalion only of 
Bersaglieri at Turin is to receive it, and giveit a fair 
trial. If it be approved of for such special troops, it 
is proposed later to supply all these rifle regiments, 

as well as the new Alpine companies of Chasseurs 
with it. 

Tue London Standird has a very poor idea of the 
British engineer. In a-recent article it says: “ Pack- 
ing and unpacking cases at South Kensington, 

mending doors and windows in barracks, working 
the telegraph, conducting surveys all over the world, 
making plans of streets, superintending prisons, 

making roads, governing colonies, acting as clerks at 
the War Office, or engaged in the discharge of a 
courtier’s functions, these are the ways in which the 
bulk of the Royal Engineers are occupied. But a 
very small minority are engaged in the performance 
of real military engineers’ work. Indeed, 30 tho- 
roughly is it recognised by the authorities that the 
engineers are rather a civil than a military corps that 
officers requesting, ufter many years’ service, to be 
allowed to brush up their know’edge by a course of 
instruction at Chatham, are told that they can only 
be once instructed. Naturally, ander such circum- 
stances, the Royal Engineers, with a few brilliant 
exceptions, are not soldiers save as regards their 
dress and titles. Yet, with a curious inconsistency, 

the authorities allow them to influence military policy 
and organisation more than any other branch of the 
service, 


THE Borsenzeitung says that twenty-six different 
kinds of breech-loaders are now in use in the various 
European armies. Many of these, though belonging 
to the same system, are made in different patterns, 
such as the Remington rifle in Sweden, Denmark, 
and Greece; the Vetterli rifle in Switzerland and 
Italy ; the Snider (Martini-Henry) in England, Tur- 
key, and Holland; and the Dreyse in Germany, 
Roumania, and Montenegro. The rifle with the 
smallest calibre is the Vetterli, 10°4 millimetres; 
next comes the Vetterli repeating rifle, 10°5; the 
Peabody, 10°5 ; the Amsler, 10°5; the Berdan, 10°5; 
and the Werndl, 10°9 millimetres, The calibre of 
the new German Mauser rifle, and also of the Werder 
rifle, as used by the Bavarian army, is 11 millimetres ; 
while that of the old Dreyse rifle was 15-4, and of 
the Italian Cassano rifle 17°5 millimetres. The writer 
thinks that the best rifle used in Europe for military 
purposes are ghe Mauser (German), the Werder 
(Bavarian), the Berdan (Russian), the Gross (French), 
and the Beaumont (Dutch). The Austrian Werndl 
rifle and the English Martini-Henry bave, he thinks, 
been surpassed by more recent systems. On the 
other hand, the new Dreyse rifle, which is now being 
tried in the school of musketry at Spandau, is re- 
garded as being in many points even superior to the 
Mauser. The average rapidity of fire of the above 
rifles is twelve shots a minute, including the time 
occupied in taking aim. 

Tue contractors for the Bessemer saloon Channel 
steamer took her out for her second preliminary trial 
of engines recently. As the trial was private, no 
guests were invited, and the only point: of interest 
involved was the extraordinary speed. at which the 
ship ran. The — were not worked up to nearly 
their full power, but, after running for forty miles 
out to sea at a speed of nearly fifteen knots by both 
common and patent logs, she returned to the Hum- 
ber by desire of the representatives of the Bessemer 
Company on board. The engines were then pressed, 
but not nearly to their full power. For one hour 
the speed was evidently — than before, and on 
being taken by Admiral Sir Spencer Robinson was 
found to be about sixteen knots or eighteen and a 
half miles per hour. It was considered that with 
engines driven at full power a measured mile speed 
of more than twenty miles an hour will be attained. 
It should be stated that the fast run back to the 
Humber was made against a considerable breeze and 
that the sea was far from smooth throughout the 
day. The low freeboard ends ot the ship and the 
double sets of paddle-wheels were watched with 
great interest throughout and gave perfect satisfac- 
tion. The average revolution of the second pair of 
paddle-wheels only exceeded the average of the fore- 
most pair by two revolutions. 


Drawine attention to the enormous armaments 
now covering the face of Europe, the London Times 
says: “All that our army is equal to is to garrison 
our forts, to pe our coasts, and to instruct our 
volunteers and reserves. We cannot people remote 
continents and isles and haveour men at home. We 
cannot have them working day and night at factories 
and lea at the same time the arts of offence and 
defence. enavy is our one arm in the scale of 
Continental war. Here we are beyond rivalry, and 
have only to remember that we liave little else but 





gay possibly bring about a large change in tactics. 





Continental writers taunt us with the low condition 
of our military armament, and tell us it is nothing 
less than our duty to make ourselves a valuable and 
trustworthy ally. They are ashamed of the meagre 
display we make, even when we seem to be putting 
out our strength. But as we are an island, a circum- 
stance not without its disadvantages, we may as wel! 
take the natural advantage of that accident. We 
are, or should be, one great port for iron-clads, suffi- 
ciently strong and well equipped.to maintain the 
mastery of the seas, not only in our own narrow 
straits, but wherever the British flag marks the path 
of commerce, emigration, or discovery. We cannot 
allow jealous rivals or scarcely concealed foes to 
dictate to us the element or the exact form and 
manner in which we shall play our part in the great 
work of the world. We have ofly to do what we 
can, and if we cannot resort to conscription, or make 
voluntary recruiting do the work as well, we may 
remember that we were a great sea Power and held 
a high place in European politics when we had no 
standing army at all. The navy is our strong point, 
and navies, it must be remembered, have often given 
the command of the land as well as of the sea. They 
are costly, it is true, and what is more, they are no 
sooner made than superseded by some improved 
form and cons‘ruction. But they spare our flesh and 
blood, the dearest commodity in these Isles. They 
make wood and iron do the duty of frail mortal 
frames.” 


THE military contributor of the Cologne Gazette 
compares the present strength of the German army 
with that of the armies of the European Powers. At 
the beginning of the present year the German army 
consisted of 31,830 officers, 1,329,600 men, 314,970 
horses, 2,700 field-guns, and 820 siege guns, Of 
these the number of troops available for service in 
the field within six weeks after mobilisation is (ex- 
cluding the transport and staft corps) 710,130 men, 
with 114,850 horses and 2,082 field-guns. The above 
figures do not include the fourth battalions, consist- 
ing of 3,400 officers and 152,100 men, which are to 
be formed in case of war, or the landsturm ‘to be 
raised under the new law, which would bring into 
the field a force, by the lowest computation, of 3,718 
officers and 202,500 men. The total force at the dis- 
posal of Germany in the event of a war is, therefore, 
38,948 officers and 1,684,200 men, excluding the sur- 
geons and the hospital corps, and not taking into 
account the probability that the estimated force of 
the landsturm will be considerably exceeded when 
its members are called upon to take the field. The 
strength of the Russian army, including Don Cos- 
sacks, but excluding the Caucasian and Asiatic 
troops, is 1,376,860 men, of whom 761,000 are avail- 
able for field service. Of the French army, 1,098,400 
men, of whum 635,700 are available for the field. Of 
the Austrian, 865,900, including 562,'750 field troops 
and reserves; of the Italian, 741,700, including 379,- 
000 field troops and reserves; and of the English 
(including the militia, but excluding the volunteers), 
280,240, of whom 93,860 ‘‘are the highest number 
available for the field without fresh enlistments.” 
From the above figures the writer concludes that 
Germany’s position as the first military Power in 
Europe may be regarded as secure. The organisation 
of the “territorial army” in France may ultimately 
increase the French army by from 480,000 to 520,000 
men; but even then Germany will have 100,000 sol- 
diers more than France, and by putting forth all her 
strength she might obtain 200,000 or 300,000 more. 
It is also to be considered that even if the German 
army were raised to 1,800,000 men it would consist 
almost entirely of well-trained soldiers, which in 
France can only be the case, as regards the territorial 
reserve, in some twenty years’ time. 








SILVER PRESENTATION GIFTS. 


Tue Gorham Company, the well known silver- 
smiths of No. 1 Bond street, New York, offer the 
richest and largest assortment of choice articles in 
silver for wedding and presentation gifts and general 
family use to be found in the country. They were the 
designers and manufacturers of the ARMy AND Navy 
JouRNAL prize cup presented at Creedmoor, and various 
prizes offered by the National Rifle Association, and the 
resources of their large establishment enable them to 
furnish regiments, companies or other organizations, 
at the shortest notice, with presentation pieces of 
silver modeled from special designs appropriate te the 
occasion. 








Tur Advertising Agency of Geo. P. Rowell & Co., 41 Park 
Row, New York, is an institution worthy of note by advertisers. 
Having advertised somewhat extensively through this agency, 
we know it to be conducted ‘ton the square,’ and confidently 
recommend it both to business men and the press, We frankly 
say this much in answer to an inquiry.—Moore’s Rural New 
Yorker. 








DIED. 


ncements will be inserted under this head withou 
P-.- f “Obituary nodes and resolutions should be paid for at th- 
rate of two cents a word, uniess it is intended to leave the questio 
of their insertion to the discretion of the Lditor. 





Houiipay.—In Milwaukee, Wis., on the 29th day of January, 
1875, Master Water S. Hotimay, U. 8. Navy. 


REYNOLDs.—At Camp Stambaugh, W. T., Feb. 3, 18%, Mar- 
qannt Davin, wife of A. A. Surgeon R. M. Reynolds, U. 8. A., 
The remains were sent to Mobile, Ala for 





ships, and must make the best of our single defence. 


aged 23 years, 
nterment, 





